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crew... Are we going to see a new Barcia for 2015? 

70 2015 Beta Evo 250 Sport Trials Bike 

Racing a trials bike makes a bit more sense when 
you add a seat. 

72 2015 Suzuki DR200S 

This bike's license plate says you can go anywhere, 
but is the bike up for the challenge? 


THE DIRTY PART 

74 DR Tested 
82 Dr. Dirt 
90 Pro Secrets 

94 Trail Tip 

DEPARTMENT6 

10 Gusto 
12 Tear Offs 
22 Gear Bag 
30 Dirt Writer 

95 Marketplace 
Showcase 

98 Long Haul 


ON THE 
COVER 

When it comes 
to illustrating the 
speeds that the top 
racers are capable 
of reaching, Team 
Honda HRC's Cole 
Seely is a perfect 
candidate. Here, 
Seely scores his first 
Dirt Rider cover ever 
in front of Adam 
Campbell's camera... 
and nearly a dozen 
LAPP officers! 
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Progressive ATV insurance gives you the freedom to explore 
with coverage starting as low as $75* a year. 


PROGRESSIVE.COM 


1-800-PROGRESSIVE 




c, 


Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. *$75 per year premium excludes state fees and taxes, and is not 
available in A K, GA, HI, MA and SC. We recommend wearing protective gear while riding your ATV or spacecraft 
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“AT red bull ktm 
WE MAKE OUR CHOICES 
STRICTLY BASED ON 
PERFORMANCE AND 
R E LI AB I LITY. THIS IS 
WHY WE ENDED UP WITH 
MOTO-MASTER.” 

- ROCER DE COSTER 

IN 2014, RED BULL KTM 
WON ALL BUT THREE 
450 NATIONALS. 
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AK LARGE ROLLER // AVAILABLE IN STEALTH & HI -VIS // MSRP - $200.00 


You name it, we thought of it. The capacity is huge at 8,000 cubic inches. All the wear areas are reinforced and the 
telescoping handle is designed to take the abuse of transporting your gear. The AK Large Roller comes with a 
customizable number plate, a fleece lined goggle pocket for up to 6 pairs of goggles, and a padded changing mat. 



HEAVY DUTY WHEELS TELESCOPING HANDLE GOGGLE STORAGE “YOUR NUMBER HERE” 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE TODAY FOR THE FULL STORY ON THIS IMPRESSIVE NEW GEAR BAG. 



AMERICAN KARGD 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED AMERICAN KARGO DEALER AND ONLINE AT AMERICANKARGO.COM 
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TACTICAL UPSHIFTING 


Story By Chris Denison ■ Photo By Shan Moore 


Change is a natural, necessary, and central factor of our universe, 
and yet it's also something that most people tend to resist. We see 
this all the time in the motorcycle magazine business; digital content 
is growing, print is evolving, and mobile usage is fast becoming the 
modern world's favorite pastime, all of which contributes to a rapidly 
changing landscape. Not since the advent of the printing press has 
media distribution undergone such a wild transformation as the 
one we're experiencing right now. Some people find this shift to be 
incredibly frightening. Personally, I think it's an exciting time to be 
in publishing, but it has certainly been a creative challenge to align 
the various elements of our brand with our primary goal of being the 
best in the business. 

In order to best serve you, our loyal reader, we've got a couple 
of changes in store for 2015. First and foremost is a reduction in 
frequency to 10 issues per year instead of 12. Now, before you go all 
"Chicken Little" on me, let me explain: The monthly magazine model 
is a throwback to the days when the Internet did not exist and when 
moto fans would wait by their mailboxes for news of who won a major 
race or which manufacturers were releasing new models. Times have 
simply changed. Now, races are often broadcast live (so you don't 
have to wait to find out who won), there is an overwhelming amount of 
content available online (that can be accessed via that little screen you 
keep in your front pocket), and print magazines have come to feature 



more "timeless" content— things like in-depth tests, comparisons, 
and features that are still worth reading more than 48 hours after a 
race. Because of all this, going to a lOx model allows us to continue 
to create great magazines while affording us more bandwidth to focus 
on digital, both in terms of time-sensitive stories as well as long-form 
videos and features. And rather than simply getting rid of two months 
worth of Dirt Rider, we're merging two sets of issues into what we're 
calling "double issues"— larger-than-usual combined issues that will 
feature some fun and unique content. And, yes, we're planning on 
bringing back the ever-popular Guest Editor edition of Dirt Rider this 
year. We've already lined someone up for the next iteration, and while 
I don't want to spill the beans just yet, I can say that we've definitely 
found a worthy successor to Doug Henry! 

Another change that has occurred is a shuffle in our staff; after 
three years at DR, Senior Editor Adam Booth has moved across the 
pits and is now Motorcycle-USA's Off-Road Editor. On the sales side, 
we've gained a new teammate in Chris Siebenhaar, a talented sales 
rep with an awesome first name who loves to ride moto and off-road 
every bit as much as the rest of us. We're also bringing on more fire- 
power by way of two new video editors, who will be helping us with 
the next big change: the rebirth of the Dirt Rider Adventures video 
series, which was formerly aired on the Outdoor Life Network nearly 
10 years ago. This is something that we're all pretty pumped about; 

thanks to the rapidly blurring line between the 
Internet and television, we're able to deliver 
video content that was previously only available 
to those who had certain satellite TV channels 
to every reader with an Wi-Fi connection. A 
throwback to the original series but with more of 
an emphasis on testing, the rebooted Dirt Rider 
Adventures series will live up to its name by fea- 
turing the coolest, most unique off-road-related 
stories available online. We're also in the early 
stages of revamping our website in order to make 
all of this content even easier to find and view. 
What this all comes down to is that you trust us 
to provide you with the best content possible, and 
we take that trust extremely seriously. I realize 
that change can be a scary thing, but I'm confident 
that these decisions will allow us to grab an even 
higher gear and take our mission of motorcycle 
content delivery to the next level. Everyone at 
Dirt Rider, all the way up to the head honchos at 
Bonnier, loves magazines and dirt bikes just as 
much as you do, and we're committed to bringing 
you the best experience possible. ..just so long as 
you promise to put down your smart phone and go 
riding every once in a while! 
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It’s the surge when you hit the throttle - the wind, the adrenaline, the grit. 
Riding is a passion, an addiction, a lifestyle. It’s not just what you do, it’s 
who you are. And we understand this. 


Since 1969, Dennis Kirk has been the industry leader and one-stop-shop for 
aftermarket motorsports parts, accessories and riding apparel. We stock over 
150,000 unique items that are ready to ship today, and our No-Hassle 
90-Day Return Policy allows you to buy with confidence. 


Experienced Customer Service and Technical Support teams are ready to assist 
you at denniskirk.com - everything you need to keep your ride on the road and 
enhance your riding experience. 


Best Website and Mobile Site in the business, 
with a customer experience that is second to none 
and constantly improving. 
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TEAR OFFS 


COMA CONQUERS DAKAR 





Australia's Toby Price 1| 

rounded out the podium 
in his Dakar debut. li 


Joan Barreda took 1 
the early lead on his b 
HRC Honda Rally. 1 


T he 2015 Dakar Rally came to an exciting 
conclusion in Buenos Aires after nearly 
6,000 miles through three countries over 
two weeks. Red Bull KTM's Marc Coma controlled 
that final week with the experience born of four 
previous Dakar victories; even though he didn't 
win a single stage in the final week, he didn't 
have to, as his pursuers all fell victim to one issue 
or another. He accumulated a total time of 46 
hours, three minutes, and 49 seconds. 

As expected, Team HRC provided the strongest 
challenge to the might of the KTM juggernaut. 
The squad of factory CRF450R Rally racers 
proved extremely competitive and were all 
up to the task while demonstrating selfless 
teamwork. 

The Red Riders ended up with seven stage 
victories out of the 13 stages, with Paulo 
Concalves earning runner-up honors 16:53 back 


from Coma. Australia's Toby Price rounded out 
the podium in his Dakar debut, the factory- 
supported KTM rider turning heads with his his- 
toric stage 12 win to become a member of that 
elite group of individuals who've won a stage in 
their first-ever Dakar appearance. You also can't 
ignore Team HRC's Laia Sanz; her fifth-place 
finish in stage eight and her ninth overall result 
were both the best by any woman in history. 

The only Americans of note to finish were 
Robby Cordon and Johnny Campbell in the car 
category, posting 19th overall after several 
time-consuming problems during the race. But 
they did end on a high note by winning the final 
stage. One American who hopes to get a crack 
at Dakar in the near future is Colton Udall. The 
WFOx Motorsports Honda rider recently signed 
up to race in the Tatts Finke Desert Race in June, 
one of Australia's classic off-road races. 


* DIGITAL DIRT: Nissan and Dirt Rider joined together for a first look at the full-size 2016 Nissan Titan XD Pro4X. dirtrider.eom//20i6titan 
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Photo: Courtesy Of KTM Images/Red Bull Content Pool 



2015 KTM SX TEAMS : BTO SPORTS j KTM A LUCAS OIL | TROY LEE DESIGNS | KTM A 





THE ALL NEW KTM TEAM EDITION 
250, 350 AND 450 SYSTEMS. 

Available now exclusively through your local KTM dealer. 

JVZW PDLUERPRRTS 


JESSY NELSON 


SHANE ^ 
MCELRATH , 


KTM teams Lucas Oil /Troy Lee Designs and BTO Sports are free to choose the best performing exhaust 
available. They run FMF because tbe Factory 4.1™ muffler and Megabomb™ header combine the highest 
quality materials made in the USA and patented technology to deliver superior power and performance. 


www.FM FRACING.com 
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TEAR OFFS 


QUICKIES 


• Thad Duvall will be riding a Husqvarna 
for KR4 Racing in 2015. Duvall will be 

riding the XC1 class in the CNCC series and 
will be riding select rounds of the Kenda 
AMA National Enduro Series. 

• Add the Cortez Challenge to the short 
list of rally raid-format races in North 

America, specifically in Baja. Set to run 
just before the NORRA Mexican 1000, 
it'll start with a rally school, registration, 
and tech on April 21 in Mexicali. The next 
three days will see the rally run, ending in 
Ensenada on April 24. 

• Eight-time national trials champ 
Pat Smage has signed on to be an 

ambassador for Fatbike bicycles and is 
using them for cross-training. 

• The Blackjack Enduro Championship 
Series, formed in 1975 as a regional 
Enduro series in Arkansas, Kansas, 

Missouri, and Oklahoma, is celebrating its 
40th anniversary as one of the country's 
premier off-road motorcycle racing series, 
and in 2015, all BJEC events will use the 
Start Control/Restart race format. 

• Yamaha Power Equipment is giving 
away one of its top-of-the-line pressure 
washers to the rider who earns the most 
series points in one class after the first five 

rounds of the 2015 Kenda AMA National 
Enduro Series presented by Moose Racing. 
In the event of a tie, those riders' names 
will be placed in a hat and the 
winner will be drawn. Co to 
nationalenduro.com for more info. 

• Ricky Carmichael was included in the 
27th class of inductees at the Motorsports 

Hall of Fame of America at Daytona 
International Speedway, which also 
included a list of legends representing a 
variety of racing disciplines. The group will 
be inducted Thursday, June 18 at Detroit's 
historic Fillmore Theater. 

• Jonny Walker won the inaugural 
Ales Trem extreme enduro in France after 

delivering an impressive performance to 
win both the EnduroCross prologue and 
main event in style. 


TAILGATE 

WHERE BENCHRACERS GO TO BANG BARS 


NOTES, QUOTES, MO WOODS OF WISDOM FOOM INSIDE THE INDUSTNY- 


"I told my guys I didn't know 
how I'd feel, but when that gate 
dropped it didn't bother me, so I 
guess I made the right decision to 
goto Europe." 

—Ryan Villopoto on how he felt when the gate 
dropped for Anaheim 1 and he wasn't on the line 



"With the situation with James, because we didn't have any 
information at all on it, all we could do was go forward believing 
he was going to get to race. We went through the same testing 
and parts ordering and building the infrastructure, but about 10 
days before the opener we got the word he wasn't racing. It was 
a total bummer." 

— Yoshimura Suzuki team manager Mike Webb on managing the off-season 
while not knowing if James Stewart would be racing 



"We had a lot of input on this bike 
from the very beginning. We've 
managed to make the bike substan- 
tially lighter, and we are very close to 
the weight limit, which is very hard 
to do since we are also running the 
electric start. We also worked on the 
turning ability and making the bike 
more stable." 

—Roger DeCoster on the development of 
the 2015 KTM SX-F Factory Editions 



"I just told 
him... He was 
the biggest 
crybaby in 
the sport." 

—Trey Canard on what 
he told Chad Reed after 
retaliation from Reed at 
Anaheim 2 


"The main thing we concentrated on with the 
bike was to fit the controls and cockpit for a short 
guy like me. We got everything kind of bunched 
up and keeping it low, so I feel comfortable on it. 
Basically, the bars are back, the seat is cut, and 
the pegs are raised up— typical things you do for 
a short guy." 

—Blake Baggett, who switched to the 450 class this year, 
on how he got his Yoshimura Suzuki RM-Z450 to fit him 



"After track walk, I told my mechanic I was 
going to win today, and I figured I better 
back it up or I'd look like an idiot." 

— TLD/Lucas Oil/KTM's Jessy Nelson on getting his first 
supercross win at Anaheim 1 


+ DIGITAL DIRT: Kudos to Discount Tire for its latest commercial featuring riders Chad Reed and Josh Grant, dirtrider.com/reed-grant 
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NEW! 75 hp PROSTAR" EFI ENGINE \ 13.2" REAR SUSPENSION TRAVEL \ FOX PERFORMANCE SERIES - 2. 0 PODIUM X SHOCKS 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 


FROM THE #1 BRAND IN OFF-ROAD COMES THE NEXT GENERATION OF FAMILY FRIENDLY TRAIL PERFORMANCE 

Get the ultimate combination of industry-leading power, comfort and agility built for four. With FOX® Podium X Shocks and 13.2 inches 
of rear suspension travel, this ultra-responsive ride takes down the hardest-hitting trails. The all-new high-performance 75hp ProStar ® EFI 
engine with true on-demand all-wheel drive gives you and your passengers the confidence to enjoy adventure anywhere you find it. 

Welcome to the next generation of Razor Sharp Performance and comfort. 







TEAR OFFS 


STATE OF THE 
SEASON BY THE 
NHHA 



The National Hare and Hound Association 
(NHHA) took the helm of the AMA Hare 
& Hound National Championship Series a 
few years ago and added the AMA West 
Hare Scrambles Championship Series to its 
responsibilities last year. 

Two rounds of both series are in the books 
now. Given that early rounds of most series 
tend to enjoy lots of participation, how does 
the NHHA project the status of both? 

According to the NHHA's Ryan Sanders, 
the first hare scrambles were successful on 
several counts: "The Adelanto Grand Prix 
got scheduled [on our original date] 45 days 
before the event. So our first round backed 
out— they didn't want to go up against it." 
But promoter (and racer) Shawn Strong 
contacted city officials in Page, Arizona, 
and they readily agreed to let him put on 
a replacement race which, of course, was 
a home run. "Between Erek [Kudla of the 
NHHA] and myself and Shawn at the first 
round, everything was handled perfectly. I'm 
excited to have the three of us young guys 
get a good race in the books. It was like a 
good test to show we could do it — and that 
first round didn't pay any other points! It was 
just hare scrambles." 

He continued, "I think it also worked well 
for the Northern California crowd to intro- 
duce them to the NHHA. I think it showed 
that we're just working alongside the clubs; 
they know their race format's the same. 
We're just helping with promotions and get- 
ting some sponsorship and media coverage. 
It shouldn't be like a grand prix and glorified 
motocross— it should be true off-road rac- 
ing." Going forward, Sanders says physically 
centralizing things on race day is on the 
agenda, as well as keeping sponsors satis- 
fied and attracting new ones. 




In order to commemorate the fantastic success of the Sherco riders in last year's ISDE in Argentina, the 
manufacturer has decided to release these Six Days Limited Edition models. The bikes will have a translucent 
fuel tank and unique graphics that represent this iconic race. All displacement models of the Enduro range 
will be available in this configuration for a limited time. The bike is available in 2T (250/300cc) and 4T 
(250/300/450cc). Visit shercooffroad.com for additional information. 


SHERCO SIX DAYS LIMITED EDITION BIKES 

HERE IS A LOOK AT THE 250/300/450 SEF-R. 


The Sherco Six Days Limited Edition bikes are 
available in 2T (250/300cc) and 4T 
(250/300/450cc). 



JAMES STEWART 
REPLICA MOUNTAIN BIKE 


Roy's Cydery is a new sponsor for James Stewart and Yoshimura Suzuki for 
2015, and one thing Roy's wanted to do was build a display bike that gave 
a nod to James and his RM-Z450. Roy's basically took an aluminum-framed 
Intense Tracer T275 mountain bike and "themed" it based on James' bike 
by powdercoating it Suzuki yellow and adding a Fox shock, with a titanium 
spring, among other details. Of course, Roy's will build you one if you call the 
cydery, but expect it to be in a supercross-star price range. 


Roy’s installed 
a Fox shock in 
keeping with 
the JS7 theme. 


Check out the 
cool Renthal 
bar mount. 


Roy’s Cydery built a James 
Stewart-themed Intense 
Tracer T275 mountain bike. 


* DIGITAL DIRT: Meet the entire Team TLD crew and hear all about the transition during the off-season, dirtrider.eom//tid-2015 
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SHOEI-HELMETS.COM I #HornetX2 


PREMIUM HELMETS 


©2015 SHOEI Safety Helmet Corp. All helmets are covered under a limited warranty for five years from purchase date, or seven years from the date of manufa 



TEAR OFFS 


MX ON DEMAND! 


Are you tired of 
the same old moto 
videos that just show 
riders hitting kickers? 

Are you looking for a 
more in-depth look 
at today's motocross 
stars? Well, you are in luck. 

From the mind of Kyle Cowling comes a 
new series that takes you behind the scenes 
and inside the life of today's motocross 
superstars. Episode one (of six) is now avail- 
able on Vimeo On Demand and takes you 
to BTOSPORTS.com/KTM's Andrew Short's 
farm in Smithville, Texas. There is plenty 
of Andrew riding in this film, but Cowling 
gives you a behind-the-scenes look at what 
makes Shorty's home team so special. 

We have seen a prescreening of this 
episode, and it is nothing short of amazing. 
If you are not an Andrew Short fan, you will 
be after watching episode one of This Is 
Home with Andrew Short. You can buy it at 
vimeo.com/ondemand/spectrumseriesfor 
$1.99, or you can buy all six episodes (dif- 
ferent episode once a month) for $9.99. 



QUICK TIP: SEE MY THUMB? 



So that Shane McElrath's thumb doesn't 
get "rubbed the wrong way" during a 
race, his mechanic, Andy Dalton, cuts 
the waffle pattern off the throttle grip 
on his TLD KTM in the thumb contact 
area, leaving the remaining pattern so 
that Shane still has good grip. 



BLYTHE WINS WEST HARE SCRAMBLES 
CHAMPIONSHIP OPENER 

Ian Blythe won his first National-level AMA off-road race, 
the opening round of the Kenda/SRT AMA West Hare 
Scrambles Championship Series in Page, Arizona. 

Blythe got off to a quick start but couldn't shake Destry 
Abbott and Cory Graffunder, the three of them imme- 
diately separating themselves from the rest of the very 
large pack. They spent the next hour or so trading the 
lead, none able to pull away from the other two as they 
hammered at each other on the brutally physical 15-mile 
course comprised mostly of deep, heavy sand whoops. 

Attrition finally thinned the group with veteran Abbott 
the first to drop after losing his rear brake and crashing 
hard twice. Graffunder managed to hold pace longer 
but still couldn't keep up with Blythe, who proved to 
be both speedy and in shape as he dominated the last 
half. Nick Burson came from near the back of the pack 
and snapped up third after Abbott retired, Chris Bach 

following him for fourth with Axel Pearson rounding out the top five. In the new FMF 250cc Pro division, Joey 
Fiasconaro got the $100 bonus from FMF, edging out Nick Stover and early leader Josh Knight. 


DIME HIT BUT PA1CI 



Over the years, butt patches have become a creative way to exhibit 
self-expression among motocross racers. And while butt patches 
aren't as prevalent as they were a while ago, there are 
still a few riders out there with something to say. Here 
are some good examples from this year's Monster 
Energy AMA Supercross Series. See if you can 
match the butt patch with the rider. 
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* DIGITAL DIRT: Life isn't only about competing, dirtrider .com/life- -at- -millsaps 
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RYDER LAFFERTY 


UPHOLDING THE FAMILY NAME 


SANDLAPPER NATIONAL ENDURO 


Developed fp,r the vyeekend 
Warrior, the, Millville II lias' 'also proved to be 
capable of win’ningat the highest levels of off- 
road ,racihg. With a few AM A Off-.Road 
Championships in the books, now it’s your turn 
to giv^ them a spin. For soft-to-interme;diate 
conditions, provid^the edge! you need 

to fight for the checkers' 


Millville II 




KendaTire.com 


Photo: Shan Moore 




TEAR OFFS 



AMSOIL ARENACROSS GETS UNDERWAY 




Jacob Hayes had three 
main event wins at the 
time we went to press. 




With four races in the books for this year's 
AmsOil AMA Arenacross Series, featuring Ricky 
Carmichael's Road To Supercross, it's becoming 
quite clear that the 2015 season is not going to 
be a one-man show. So far, the series has seen 
no less than four different main event winners in 
the premier division. Meanwhile, Matt Coerke, 
the current point leader, has yet to win a race, 
which goes to show the parity among the ranks! 

At the time we went to print with this issue, 
Team Babbitt's Monster Energy Kawasaki's Jacob 
Hayes had three main event wins, Husqvarna 
TiLUBE TUF Racing's Kyle Regal had two, Team 
Babbitt's Monster Energy Kawasaki's Chris Blose 
had two, and Slaka Wear KTM's Steven Mages 
had one. However, Team Babbitt's Monster 
Energy Kawasaki's Coerke held the lead in 
the standings by virtue of four very consistent 
weekends. 

Catch up on more results and more great 
photos in The Weekly Dirt on dirtrider.com. 



comes in 
both black 
and white 
and retails for 
<Utq.95. 


COOL PRODUCT OF THE MONTH 


If you've followed Dirt Rider lor any length of time, then you know we like to 
test boots. Here is Fly Racing's entry into the premium off-road boot segment, 
called the Sector. Key premium features include the Sector's Torsion Control 
Protection System, easy-to-use positive latch buckles, and slip-on inner bootie 
system. Stay tuned for an in-depth look at the Sector in the near future. 


* DIGITAL DIRT: If you missed the action between Trey Canard and Chad Reed at Anaheim 2, check it out here, dirtrider.eom//biack-fiag-reed 
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The all-new Maverick™ X® ds. The industry’s first factory-installed turbo, delivering a blistering 
121 hp. A responsive TTA rear suspension with impressive travel and exclusive FOX f shocks. 
And a roomy, ergonomically designed cockpit. It’s engineered for those who put everything 
to the test, including themselves. Learn how you can rule the dunes and the desert at 

Can-AmOffroad.com/MaverickXds. le Ride Says It AIL 


CASH REBATES and 
GREAT FIHAMCING AVMIUBLE mow. 



Visit your local dealer for details. 



can-am. 





© 2015 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc (BRP). All rights reserved. ™ ® and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates, t All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. In the U.S.A., the products are distributed 
by BRP US Inc. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipment without incurring obligation. Some models depicted may include optional equipment. Read the side-by-side vehicle Operator’s Guide and 
watch the Safety DVD before driving. For your safety: wear a helmet, eye protection and other protective gear. Fasten lateral net and seat belt at all times. Always ride responsibly and remember that riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. Side-by-side vehicles are for off-road use only. 
Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Operator must be at least 16 years old. Passenger must be at least 12 years old and able to hold handgrips and plant feet while seated against the backrest. Never engage in stunt driving and avoid excessive speed. Drive responsibly. 




Pinch Me Not! 

Dirt bike riders will do almost anything 
to avoid flats. Here is a new product that 


is part bib mousse, part oversize rim tape 


that is designed to eliminate pinch flats. 
Creator James Curry explains: "Tube 


Saddle is for everyone: from off-road, 


to motocross, to dual-sport, to CNCC, to 
anything. Tube Saddle is inexpensive, it 


is lightweight, it is pressure adjustable, 
and it is serviceable on the trail. The 


main advantage of using Tube Saddle 


is that you can run lower tire pressures 
without the worry of getting pinch flats. 
On a track, you have the lightweight 
advantage compared to heavy-duty 
tubes or mousse bibs and at a fraction of 
the price. The difference between 12 and 
14 psi compared to 8 and 10 psi is huge! 
Many claim it is like having their suspen- 
sion revalved." 


Foam Tire Insert: $39.95 

Most tubes are softies. You 


give them a pinch and they 
just collapse. These inserts 
make it nearly impossible for 
that to happen. 
tubesaddle.com 


MX Goggle Riding Crows Top White, 
Blue Outriggers: $75.90 

Ciao. Diciamo pin per vincere! If these 
goggles could talk, this is probably 
what they'd say. 

speedmob.com 
(510) 232-4040 



2. Klim 



Fuel Pak: $49.99 



Even though this hydro pack has the 
word "fuel" in its name, we wouldn't 






suggest putting a protein shake in. 

klim.com 


IHBMi 

(208) 552-7433 

3. Endurn Engineering 


mm. 

\ i 

Flexx Debris Deflectors, Silver: 

$69.95 

The onlv wav hand auards can work 


14 M 

Kb \ 1 

1 i i ^ willy v v uy i iu i iu uuui u j lu i i vv vj i i\ 

with your Flexxbar is if they flex with 
it. Just don't take them to the gym; 


— ’ 

they'll show off. 


















II 

MOTOTASSINARI 


FEATURES 

PRE-CURVED REED PETAL ENSURES BETTER 
SEAL COMBINED REED TIP AREA INCREASED BY 
10.5% WIDER REED CAGE FOR MAXIMUM FLOW 
EXCEPTIONAL HORSEPOWER GAINS ALL-NEW 
EXCLUSIVE REED PETAL MATRIX LONG REED 
STOPS ADDED TO PROGRESSIVELY SLOW PETAL TIP 
VELOCITY FOR INCREASED DURABILITY AVAILABLE 
ONLY FOR SELECT KTM AND HUSQVARNA MODELS 


The VForce4 took very little effort to install, and incredibly, it made for a 

vital power improvement. — Dirt Bike Magazine 

VIVE LA 

The VForce3 reed valve system improved the boost in the upper midrange 
and wants to let the bike rev to the moon. — Dirt Rider Magazine 





FEATURES 

INSTANT ACCELERATION ULTRA CRISP 
THROTTLE RESPONSE BROADER PEAK POWER 
SIGNIFICANT HORSEPOWER GAINS EXCLUSIVE 
CARBON FIBER REED PETAL MATRIX INCREASED 
REED PETAL LIFE DUE TO LESS STRESS ON REED 
PETALS UNMATCHED EFFICIENCY DUE TO 
DOUBLE THE REED TIP SURFACE 



^ @mototass / mototassinari.com 



Not TOO Hot TO Trot 


Excessive heat can cause damage to a bike, but with modern 
EFI-mounted bikes there is another problem. Erik Salmela at 
Boyesen further explains: "When your engine runs hotter than its 
optimal temperature range, the amount of horsepower produced 
and the way in which that power is delivered are both negatively 
impacted. With modern EFI technology, your bike's ability to 
produce consistent horsepower is controlled by the ECU. Because 
of this, when the engine becomes excessively hot, the ECU is pre- 
programmed to change the fuel mixture and retard engine timing 
in order to protect the engine from costly heat-related damage. By 
reducing coolant temperatures across the entire rpm range, your 
machine's power characteristics will be optimized because your 
engine will not need to reduce its horsepower output potential to 
protect the engine from overheating." 


[ io. shin 

LE Strike Stripes Gear: $139.95 pant, 
$49.95 jersey, $26.95 glove 

The name of this gear is a bit of a tongue 
twister. This is probably what Sally by the 
seashore wears when she shreds. 

shiftmx.com 
( 888 ) 369-7223 




E. Motion Pro 


9. U. Sleeve 

Complete Gasket Kits: 
$35.95-$122 

Unfortunately, dirt bikes don't 
wear their problems on their 
sleeves. So crack into those 
cases then use one of these kits to 
button them backup. 

Iasleeve.com 
( 800 ) 822-6005 
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Rev2 Variable Throttle System: 
$164.99 

Get either a ton of twist with mini- 
mal movement or vice versa. This 
throttle system is like changing the 
map of your throttle tube. 
motionpro.com 
( 650 ) 594-9600 


7. Boyesen 

Supercooler Kit for KTMs: $189.95 

Step 1 : Check the color of your 
bike. Step 2: If orange, check this 
product out. Step 3: Ride a cooler, 
happier bike. 
boyesen.com 
( 800 ) 441-1177 


E.Kodak 


PixPro SP1: $199 

Every time you ride is a "Kodak 
moment," so you might as well 
use a Kodak to capture it. 
kodakpixpro.com 
( 888 ) 978-0806 









Thg all-new CL-X7 packs more advanced 
technology and value into its shell than any 
other helmet in its class. Fourteen front-intake 
ports force cool air into the helmet's advanced 
ventilation system, then out the four exhaust 
ports at the hack, cooling as you ride. The 
lightweight polycarbonate composite shell is 3D 
modeled to deliver maximum fit. comfort and 
style. And features normally reserved for 
much pricier helmets, like an oversized eye 
port and SuperCool® liner make the CL-X7 a 
shoo-in for your next helmet. 
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KEEP HN EyE 

ON THE FORECRST. 

V IT'S HBDUT TD CHHNGE 

* A revolutionary new film system 

offering the most clear vision in mot across. 

Coming soon . « 

100 % 




DIRT WRITER 


To submit a letter to Dirt Writer, send an email to drmail@bonniercorp.com. Please do not submit any photos larger than 2 MB in size. You must include contact info— first and last name, phone number, email contact, and 
mailing address— in order to be eligible to receive any swag. All letters may be edited at our discretion. For more info and letters, log onto dirtrider.com. 



GETTIN' BUSY, 

GETTIN' DIZZY 

I am reaching out for guidance to help create the 
Escargot-style course you guys have done a few 
times. My idea is to set up the Escargot course 
near the pits at one of our desert events, charge 
a reasonable gate fee for a split-the-pot or dona- 
tion to a good cause, etc. I am curious about the 
rough diameter of the outside of the circle, the 
width of the lanes going in and out, or any other 
tips. Any help is appreciated! 

Cory Jennings 
Reno, NV 


Thanks for reaching out about the Escargot! Since 
building our first one at a Dirt Rider Torture Test 
nearly 10 years ago, we've found that Escargots 
are a super-fun training tool and a safe/popular 
challenge, and we've seen more and more of them 
popping up at US-based races and events. The 
trick to successfully building an Escargot is to 
start from the inside out; it all begins with a single 
stake in the ground. From there, you want to leave 
enough room for the rider to do a complete circle 
around the middle, then work your way out (going 
either clockwise or counterclockwise; it doesn't 
matter since you have to go both into and out of 
the Escargot to make a complete lap). 

Regarding width, a good index is to make each 
lane just wide enough to ride a utility quad 
through. We've tried making them narrower, but 
this resulted in riders leaving the lanes more than 
we liked. We usually try to go about three to five 
complete circles, not counting the very middle — 
you'll be surprised by how much room this takes 
up, and you'll probably get a 30- to 40-second lap 
time, with a nice berm built up by the end of the 
day. Experience has also taught us that it's better 
to use stakes or cones than banner tape, mainly 
because you'll get the occasional rider who gets 
squirrelly and goes barreling out of a lane. The 
only other piece of advice I'd add is do not, under 
any circumstances, allow more than one rider 
on the Escargot at a time... It then becomes a 
"poulet"\ — Chris Denison 


SWAG OF THE MONTH 


MAKE YOUR BIKE 
CLICK WITH YOU 

I have a local track that has some medium-size 
whoop sections. My brother and I ride there a lot. 
One day I couldn't take my bike, so we took turns 
on his Suzuki RM85. 1 came into a whoop section 
really fast and rode smoothly over them. I felt so 
comfortable in the whoops; it wasn't rough like 
before. I learned later that my Yamaha YZ85's 
rebound was cranked up! So we adjusted it and 


I felt a little smoother on the 
whoops (but not as smooth as the 
RM). My brother's RM85 is kinda 
tricked out and has some after- 
market parts, but I just wanted 
to get a little advice from the 
pros at Dirt Rider ! What is your 
recommended rebound setting for 
a YZ85? 

Paxton Church 
Lake Almanor, CA 


It sounds like you need to do a 
little more testing with your YZ85. 
Don't be afraid to experiment with 
your clickers on the suspension. 

The RM85 will handle differently 
than your Yamaha in certain sec- 
tions of the track. Before you go 
dumping money into modifications, 
try different suspension changes, 
and make sure the sag is correctly 
set on your shock (that should be 
first and foremost). Look at your 
owner's manual for the correct 
stock settings and work from there. 

If it is kicking you in the whoops, 
try slowing the rebound down two 
clicks at a time on the shock. If 
it gets better, then try one more in that direction. 
Remember that each change you make to your shock 
will make your fork work differently as well. Make 
sure to make small changes, one change at time, and 
try working toward a better handling motorcycle 
first with stock parts before throwing money at it. 
And take good notes of each change. You should also 
read the "How to Test" story in this issue to help you 
conduct a more in-depth analysis. — Kris Keefer 



Congratulations, Pete, 
your letter won you a TM 
Designworks GP MX Slide-N- 
Guide Kit and Full Coverage Skid 
Plate. Now you don't have to worry 
about your chain or your cases! 



NEED A BIGGER HOLE 
IN THE HEAD 

Is there any benefit to increasing valve size on a 
Honda CRF250R? I bought the Athena big-bore 
kit and was wondering if increasing the valve size 
would be a good mod to get done in addition to the 
big-bore kit. 

Adam Barker 
South Grafton, MA 
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LETTER OF THE MONTH 



Increasing valve size will increase flow 
in your cylinder head but you won't get 
the full benefit unless you port your 
head to match the valve size. Think of it 
like putting a 2-inch sprayer on the end 
of a 1-inch hose. —Scot Gustafson 

TRY SMOKELESS 
COOLANT 

Hey, guys, do you have any tips on 
getting my 2007 Suzuki RM125 to 
stop blowing so much smoke? The 
bike runs great; I have a 40:1 mix in it, 
and I have been using the smokeless 
formula oil. What I've noticed is that 
it will shoot a big cloud of smoke right 
as it hits the powerband. I know this 
is normal after it just starts up, but 
even after a 15-minute moto I notice 
it still lets out some smoke as it hits 
the powerband. If I am really on the 
gas a lot, it will stop smoking entirely 
for a minute or two, but as soon as I 
go through a tight section on my local 


track it will blow some smoke again on 
the next straightaway. I don't think it's 
a jetting issue, but could that possibly 
be a reason? 

Jake Carella 

Via drmail@bonniercorp.coin 

Check to see if you are losing coolant or 
transmission fluid. Your bike uses two 
O-rings in place of the head gasket, and 
these are very susceptible to wear and 
should be changed frequently. You can tell 
if you have a bad coolant leak by remov- 
ing the radiator cap and starting the bike 
to see if the coolant foams up when the 
bike is running. When you replace the 
O-rings, check and make sure the head is 
flat and has not become warped. Another 
cause for excessive smoke is a leaky main 
seal on the transmission side. Open up 
your oil fill plug, and if the smell is rank 
and knocks you over (and doesn't smell 
like burned clutch plates), you probably 
need to replace that seal. —Scot 


FACTORY VS. FROM THE FACTORY 

I just read the 2015 450 shootout (March issue). Every year these bikes get 
little tweaks and improvements. How much better are they getting? Could 
you compare this year's shootout winner or loser with a stock 450 from 2005 
and a factory racebike from the same time? 

Pete Wheeler 
Danbury, CT 

Great question! Having been a test rider for every 450cc MX shootout since 2005, 

I can tell you that the bikes have certainly improved quite a bit in terms of power 
output, suspension performance, and overall technology (holeshot assist and 
switchable ignition maps are pretty darn cool features!). That said, we do feel as 
though the air fork found on many of the 2015 machines was a step backward, 
mainly due to its complexity and some shortcomings in performance. Nevertheless, 
these bikes would kick the pants off of a stock 2005. Now, as far as comparisons 
between factory machines, that's a bit tougher to answer. I've ridden a number of 
factory bikes in the past 10 years, and each one of them was highly customized to 
fit the specific preferences of its everyday pilot. Because of this, you kind of need to 
look past the setup quirks of a factory bike and try to wrap your head around the 
overall performance. Some riders would feel more comfortable on a modern-day 
stock bike, while others would prefer the factory steeds of a decade ago. 

Personally, I think that factory bikes are on a different level than stackers, and this 
barrier in trickness transcends time. In other words, I'll take a factory bike from 10 
years ago over any stock 2015. They are just that good— even back then! —Chris 



US patent #7,481 ,729 B2 European Pat #037921 04.6 
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“GIVES YOU LONGER SYSTEM LIFE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISING WEIGHT’ 


Red Bull 


The ultimate weight reduction aluminum core, 
combined with hard steel teeth, giving you 
maximum durability and extended chain life 


Exclusively from Supersprox, 
Lifetime guarantee with KIT 
purchase. 

conditions apply, see website 

Available with 

RK or DID Chains. J 


Blazusiak 
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DIRT WRITER 




59-year-old dirt bike enthusiast? 

Bill Slawson 
Aurora, CO 


Good job keeping fresh tires on your bikes; that is 
one of the best "mods" you can make, but at $30 
per change you are doing it the expensive way. 

The product you're thinking of is the Baja No Pinch 
(add a .com to that and you have a URL), but if 
you can hold off the next trip to the bike shop, you 
might want to wait until you see a comparo test we 
have with another tire-change-help device that we 
should have done for next month's issue. 

These devices still don't make it as easy as hand- 
ing over the tire to someone else to change, so 
you'll still need to develop your tire-changing skills. 
One of the keys is to watch the tire opposite of 
where you're pulling it on or off the rim — the tire's 
beads opposite from where you're working the 
spoons should be squeezed together and pushed 
down into that center trough that most rims have. 
This gets the bead on your work side furthest 
away from the rim. 

If you need some inspiration, go to a supercross 
or national and spend five minutes watching 
the Dunlop guys change a tire. Yes, I said five 
minutes. — Pete DR 


SHOOT, TAKE 
A LOOK AT THIS! 

I am a part-time photojournalist and sports/ 
portrait/event photographer. I was wondering 
if you purchase photos and/or contract with 
photographers for specific events. 

Frank Smith 
Giddings, TX 


We will happily look at a couple of your shots if 
you shoot an event, but we are not looking for a 


Texas-based photogra- 
pher right now. Just send 
them to drmail@bonnier- 
corp.com. Only send a 
few, in small file sizes, and 
make sure the total files 
are under 2 MB. 

— Pete Peterson 


Iretire 

{THAT BIKE 

1 1 was saving the Decem- 
| ber 2014 issue because 
1 1 wanted to order the 

LI- 

o Product of the Year — a 
£ tire changer— but I lost 
the magazine. Would it 
be possible for you to email a copy of the Product 
of the Year article? Or even a URL where I can 
order the Tire Changer? Or sell me a reprint of 
that issue? 

I really hate changing tires so I pay about 
$30 (each) plus gas for a long trip to the bike 
shop to get them changed twice a year, and 
for four bikes that's a lot of tire changing. This 
tool, if it's as easy to use as you say, would 
pay for itself in six months! Can you help out a 



Call 517.393.2421 www.enduroeng.com 


• Exceptional quality and durability. 

• Billet Aluminum Mounting Hardware. 

• Manufactured from CNC machined 5052H32 
aluminum alloy for strength and light weight. 

• Protects those vulnerable engine cases, 
covers and frame rails from the elements 
without being bulky. 


• Vents in the wings let air flow through 
and mud fall out. 

• Forward lap blocks front wheel roost 
from packing between plate and cases. 

• Holes to let you drain your oil without 
removing the plate. 

• Built in foot peg mount coverage. 







THE TIRES THAT WON AMA CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Dunlop Geomax® MX32 and MX52 patterns won all the Supercross titles in 2014 for the second year in a row 
New technology such as patented block-within-a-block knobs offers superior grip in a wide variety of terrain 
Innovative front and rear block patterns enhance grip and contact feel 
Directional front tire design for better grip and steering feel 
Innovative damping-control sidewall rubber compound helps the tire to better follow the track surface 
Controlled-flex recess carcass design offers enhanced handling and improved knob durability 
Wider terrain application allows MX32 and MX52 to replace three tires in the Dunlop line 



Share your I RIDE story 
@RideDunlop 


Scan the QR code to view Dunlop's Geomax MX32 and MX52 
product video. For more Dunlop tire information go to 
dunlopmotorcycle.com or call 800-845-8378. ©2015 Dunlop. 

This is an off-highway product — NOT INTENDED FOR HIGHWAY USE. 
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Introducing our 2015 glove collection. Available now. 
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0F SUPERCROSS 


FACTORY HONDA FLIES THROUGH 
OUR RADAR TRAP 





WHOOPS 


Story By Pete Peterson ■ Photos By Adam Campbell 


upercross racers sometimes get asked by fans, "How 
fast do you go?" It's a question that has no real 
relevance to racing, but at some point you've probably 
| wondered it yourself. With the factory bikes' GPS units 
and crews of technicians, we're sure the teams have 
these figures in their files somewhere, but they don't share them with 
fans or even their own riders. Well, we're Dirt Rider, we share, and we 
thought it would be fun to get a radar gun (or two or five) and pull 
some top-speed figures out of a supercross lap time. 

When Team Honda HRC allowed us access to a practice session at its 
private SX track on a late-January test day, we knew we wanted to bring 
the best speed measurement technicians in the business, and our first 
choice was the Los Angeles Police Department. Fortunately, these guys 
are all about helping educate the Dirt /?/ofer-reading community, and we 
got some radar officers to meet us at the track with a collection of speed- 
detecting equipment. As factory Honda HRC riders Trey Canard and Cole 
Seely and GEICO Honda racers Eli Tomac and Justin Bogle put in practice 
motos, the officers set up speed traps around the 50-second-per-lap 
track, under the watchful eye of LAPD Chief of Police Charlie Beck himself. 


WHOOPS 

38 MPH 

The Honda test track whoops were placed between two 180-degree 
bowl turns. They were pro-size whoops but evenly spaced and not as 
treacherous as some racetrack whoops can get. The riders' whoop- 
skimming speeds ranged from 34 mph up to 38 mph. Once in the 
section the riders could sometimes gain about 1 mph, and we often 
detected a drop of 1 mph at the very last whoop as the riders shifted 
their focus to the turn that followed. 


Tomac: "I would say the most surprising number is the whoops. 
Thirty-eight! That's pretty fast! I would say the most important thing 
is your entry and then your front-wheel placement going in. I like to 
place my front wheel on the third whoop." 


Seely: "Anytime you have a whoop section out of a turn it's always 
harder than when you have a triple or a double or something where 
you're gaining speed before them. The practice track whoops are 
pretty relatable to the race whoops. Maybe a little easier, but we 
kind of asked for them to be built that way so we're not practicing 
that we can get hurt on each week. Yeah, they're about 
the same speed I'd say as a stadium track's whoops." 











TRIPLE 

APPROACH / MID-AIR 
37 MPH / 33 MPH 

The triple posed the toughest challenge for the radar guns, which measure for- 
ward speed without factoring in climb and drop angles (because most speeding 
cars on the freeway are not also jumping). Seely and Canard kindly made some 
photo passes both with and without scrubbing. Interestingly, the scrub had 
only a small effect on airborne speed, increasing it only about 1 to 2 mph. The 
top speed over the triple was 33 mph, but the average scrubbed speed was 31, 
and the average no-scrub speed was 30. 



Seely: "With a scrub you benefit before the jump because you can carry more 
speed into it." 

Canard: "There's a slide that you kind of do going up the face that's probably 
the biggest thing. It's crazy; if you look at the face sometimes at our practice 
track it looks like the line's just going hard left into the other lane." 






Different Spekes 
far Different Falks. 

The right wheel and tire combo is essential for both 
safety and performance. Whether it’s for mud, loam, 
sand, or moon rocks, make sure your rubber is suited 
to the turf. There are hundreds of options; 
we’ll help you make the right choice. 
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M403/M404 
I Tires 

Keyword: BDM Motocross 


K760 

Trakmaster II Tires 

Keyword: KNT Trakmaster 

from $ 50 97 each 


Geomax 
MX52 Tires 

Keyword: DMP MX52 

from $ 85 97 each 


IMS 


Scorpion MX 
Mid Soft 32 Tires 

Keyword: PMR Mid 32 

from $ 74 97 each 


Maxxcross IT 
M7304/M7305 Tires 

Keyword: MXS M7304 

from $ 71 97 each 


Tech 2 
MXC Tires 

Keyword: ITS MXC 

from $51 97 each 


A60 Rims 

Keyword: EXR A60 

from $172 97 each 


Talon 

Complete MX Wheels 

Keyword: TLW Complete 

from $ 449 95 each 
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Wheels and Tires to Keep You In Control. PowerSpnrtsPince.canv 


CD EE STANDARD 

rflCC ciiiPPiMflf 



SHIPPING! n 0 shipping or handling fee 
on orders over $99! 



Your order ships via our fast ground delivery anywhere in the contiguous U.S. for FREE! 

And as always, there are no rural delivery fees. 

Sales: 1.800.709.1079 * Tech: 1.330.630.0240 
International: 1.330.630.0230 • SCode: 1505DI l ' Ju 

Prices good through ll/lay 1, 2015. We’ll beat any price advertised in this magazine, on items in stock at the time you place your order. 

Mail to: P.0. Box 909 Dept. 1505DI Akron, OH 44309 • Typographical errors and errors in description or photography are subject to correction. 

Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or local laws/regulations. ©2015 AUTOSALES, INC. 










FINISH-LINE DOUBLE 

30 MPH 

If you ever get an opportunity to walk a supercross track, take it. The size 
and steepness of the jump faces are shocking, and the finish-line double 
is usually the most dramatic. This is another case where rider speed 
is higher than forward track speed since the racers are climbing then 
dropping so much. 


Canard: "It's crazy how it all connects. You can't hit just one lane and 
try to go as fast as you can. It's all about connecting the whole track.' 


FINISH-LINE DOUBLE 
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SX/MX, Enduro & Desert Chains 


SDH Technology 


Available in 
Black or Silver 


For additio 
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Chain 

DisD. c.c. 

Main Feature 

■ 

420NZ3* 

Max. 1 50c.c. 

Mini MX 

428NZ* 

Max. lOOc.c. 

Mini MX 

520DZ2* 

Max. 450c.c. 

Great Value 

520ERT2* 

Max. 450c.c. 

SX Champion 

520MX* 

Max. 500c.c. 

Heavy Duty 

520VT2 

Max. 500c.c. 

Enduro 

520ERV3 

Max. 750c.c. 

Baja Champion 















Canard: "When you're having a good day, time does feel like it slows down, for sure 
I don't know, it's like everything's easy. But some days everything goes extra fast. So 

*■— - J - *--- J -iwn." 


STEP-ON, STEP-OFF 

41 MPH 

This was the fastest track section (not counting the start straight), which is surprising but 
makes sense once you realize the riders are jumping on fast and low then accelerating 
hard across to leap off. 

Tomac: "When you're riding and get it in the zone, it wouldn't really feel like 40 miles 
an hour, I guess. Forty might feel slow in a car, but if you're outside of a big cage like 
that, it should feel fast!" 

BOWL TURN 

ENTRY / MID-TURN / EXIT 
36 MPH / 17 MPH / 28 MPH 

For this section three radar officers read the rider straight on at the three sections of the 
turn. The three speeds shown here are from the fastest run. 

Seely: "I think the main visual marker that most of us use without even knowing it is 
braking bumps. Whether we're hitting them or going just to the left of right of them, 
it's just like second nature. You see your braking bump and you know, 'Okay, I'm hit- 
ting the brakes right here,' or, 'I'm hitting the brake right after them,' or something. I 
think that, for me, is the best track marker to use because you don't have to look left 
or look right. It's always right in front of you." 

FLAT TURN 

24 MPH 

We lucked out with weather on our test day, and the dirt was in great shape two days 
after a rain, so traction was high in the flat turn. 



THANK VOU! 

The Los Angeles Police Department gets a big thank-you for 
their help gathering the data for this story. We have access 
to a radar gun, but we wanted to call in the experts, and 
they definitely delivered. The boys in blue brought several 
different types of speed-measuring guns (radar and laser) 
and explained some of the challenges of gathering accurate 
readings. In short, the operator should be as straight in front 
of the object's direction of travel as possible. That's not real- 
istic for big jumps at a track, and we chose not to alter the 
numbers, but we were told that you could add 2 to 3 mph to 
the triple-jump and finish-line speed readings to approxi- 
mate the rider's actual forward speed. We learned about 
cosine issues, which create inaccurate (too low) readings 
when taken at an angle. This is why we set up three officers 
to track bowl turn speed— so we could get exact readings 
from the same run to better show the deceleration and 
acceleration. Thank you to all the officers and also to LAPD 
Chief of Police Charlie Beck for making this story possible. 

Another big thank-you goes out to everyone at Team 
Honda HRC. The Red Riders rolled out the— what else— red 
carpet and gave us access to one of their test days. Even 
cooler, the technicians were curious to see our numbers, and 
the highlight of the day was when Trey Canard, acting like a 
kid who just loves dirt bikes, circled back around one extra 
time to try to top his scrub speed. 


SPEED 

0F SUPERCROSS 
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DRAGON’S BACK 

37 MPH 

After the 180-degree turn we used to clock the bowl 
turn speed, the riders had to leap up the ascending 
bumps and drive off to the step-on step-off. 


SUPERCROSS 


Seely: "That whole section specifically is about carrying 
momentum from your turn through the obstacles and 
into the next turn. That one especially. I'm surprised 
it's as fast as it is because it's one that you think, when 
you're doing it, 'I can't get through this fast enough.' 
It's like you constantly want to go faster and faster and 
push it more each lap. 


START 

48 MPH 

The practice start area was 195 feet long, though the 
riders overshot the turn marker on their fastest runs. 
The riders started in second and clicked up to third. 


Tomac: "The start itself is also surprising because 
we're only hitting third there. Zero to third gear, I 
guess a 450's pretty fast!" 
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GLOVE $29.95 
JERSEY $34.95 
PANT $109.95 





MALCOLM SMITH RACING 
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F orget about raindrops, kittens, or 

strudels— a good two-stroke is all it takes 
to make me happy. Despite literally being 
in a class of its own (there's not even a 
200 XC available), KTM's 200 XC-W is 
a universally loved off-roaderthat is one of the most 
capable, enjoyable, and agile little two-strokes avail- 
able. There are a lot of positive characteristics of the 
KTM, but these are a few of my favorite things: 

• The power is oh-so usable down low. Coming to life 
with a crisp two-stroke signature, the 200 XC-W feels 
clean and free off idle even though the stock jetting 
felt a little bit fat (rich) down low. The first portion 
of the power is dedicated to a surprisingly smooth 
buildup of torque that is the "lugging" zone; one can 
ride here all day, using a higher gear to crawl up hills, 
chug down the trail with minimal noise or wasted fuel, 
and to maintain textbook traction. 

• Midrange to top-end pull is superb. The low-end 
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lugging region is nice, but the real fun starts when the 
200's power valve opens and the revs come to life. 
Here, the KTM is a screamer, waking up to a midrange 
pull that accelerates with authority into the top-end 
and feels like a souped-up 125 or a free-revving, slightly 
underpowered 250cc two-stroke. Once well into the 
top, you'll feel the power curve begin to round out 
before one last little ultra-high rpm hit kicks in prior to 
the power going flat. On medium-pace trails, we felt 
as though the 200 could pull a smaller rear sprocket- 
first gear was winding out somewhat fast— yet we 
rarely encountered the rev ceiling anywhere else. 

• The suspension works well 85 percent of the time. 
There's a high degree of comfort to the KTM's WP front 
suspension, with a plush feel that absorbs most hits 
and standard chop in a balanced manner. The shock 
required very little tuning, other than setting the sag 
and making minor tweaks to slow down the rebound 
when the bike felt as though it was dancing around. 
The 15 percent of the time that the suspension doesn't 
work well is when the fork is pushed too hard, primar- 
ily through big/repeated hits (such as those you'd 
find entering a rough corner at speed) or hard C-outs. 
When fully bottomed, the fork tends to stay down in 
the stroke, which makes the back end feel light and 
can cause the rear to kick and lose traction. Luckily, this 
is not a frequent occurrence, and most of the time the 
suspension remains in a plush, balanced state. 

• Lighter handling is tough to find. Our scales had the 
200 XC-W at 236 pounds soaking wet, but it might as 
well have been 200 given how light the bike feels (and 
that's with electric start!). This lightweight attitude 
makes the KTM easy to wheelie, effortless to change 
direction on, and fun to lean into turns. There's a 
midcorner tendency to stand up/fight the rider, but 


initial turn-in is a dream. Naturally, a steering damper 
(which would increase stability at speed) would 
improve handling even more and might prevent the 
light-feeling rear end from stepping out. 

• The details are outstanding. Thanks to electric start- 
ing, the 200 XC-W starts like even more of a dream 
than it would with only the kickstarter (we'll take the 
added weight of the electric unit). The clutch engage- 
ment is light yet precise, and the brakes are more than 
sufficient to bring the bike to a halt in a hurry. Even 
the headlight is better than expected and will help you 
safely find the truck if you stay out after dark. 

• Yes, 200cc is an awesome displacement. Believe 
it or not, the 200 is not that far off from a 250 in 
terms of performance, and it's right there as far as 
the fun factor goes. The little bike could use less 


vibration and more pulling power over open terrain, 
yet for tighter trails it doesn't lack much. There's 
broader power than a 125— the 200 is more potent 
than smaller machines— though it definitely feels 
more "125" than "250." Don't be worried about rid- 
ing or racing the 200 XC-W off road alongside larger 
machines; it can hold its own, and some aftermarket 
attention can bring out an aggressive side to this 
engine that will send thumpers running for cover. But 


if someone with a 
four-stroke does sneak 
past and feed you a 
serving of roost, simply 
remember my favorite 
things— then you 
won't feel so bad! DR 


2015 KTM 200 XC-W 

MSRP: $7699 

SEAT HEIGHT: 38.3 IN. 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 14.3 IN. 
FUEL CAPACITY: 2.6 GAL. 
WEIGHT (TANK FULL): 236 LB. 
KTMUSA.COM 


WANT MORE? 

GO BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE Off 
TEST CREW AS WE TEST A HANDFUL 
OF 2015 TWO-STROKES. DIRTRIDER. 
COM/KTM200, 


DIRTRIDER.COM I 49 







REALLY BETTER? 


he 2015 Yamaha YZ450F won our 450 
MX Shootout (March issue) and for 
good reason. A strong motor, balanced 
chassis, and great "spring" suspension 
all turned the heads of every tester who 
rode the Yamaha. But when approached by Yamaha to 
see if we wanted to let the GYTR guys install their "go- 
fast" engine parts along with adding some Yamaha 


Parts and Accessories bling on the bike, we said "yes" 
very reluctantly. We love the stock engine character 
of the 2015 motor, but we were curious if modifying 
an already proven stock package would actually be 
better for a wide range of riders, not just pros. We did, 
however, leave the suspension stock, as most testers 
liked the comfortable stock suspenders. 

You'd think there would be a long list of modified 


motor parts to this bike, but in actuality the list is 
on the short side. GYTR put on its CNC milled and 
ported cylinder head assembly (complete with valves 
and camshafts installed), high-compression 13.5:1 
piston kit (which requires the use of 100-octane or 
higher fuel), GYTR/FMF full titanium muffler system, 
and a GYTR billet clutch kit. Other sprinkled goodies 
consisted of a GYTR clutch cover, billet ignition cover, 






sprockets, chain, fork bleeders, 
graphic kit, chain blocks, air filter, 
water-pump guard, plastic chain 
guide, and rear brake disc guard. 

We used a stock 2015 Yamaha 
YZ450F for our baseline compari- 
son every time we went out to the 
track with the GYTR YZ450F. This 
helped us really narrow down 
what was better or worse with the 
modified version, and it came in 
handy on more than one occasion. 
When you add horsepower to a 
450cc machine, the key ingredient 
is smooth, usable power. You 
don't want to have the bike shoot 
out from underneath you when 
you come out of a corner. Sure, it 
feels exciting (for about one lap), 
but it will wear you out during 
longer motos, and you will find 
yourself making more mistakes try- 
ing to control all of those ponies. 
The great thing about GYTR's ver- 



FUEL MAP 



PARTS LIST 

GYTR: YAMAHAPARTSANDACCESSORIES.COM 


PORTED CYLINDER HEAD: $1999.99 

HIGH-COMPRESSION PISTON KIT: $239.99 

4.1 TITANIUM MUFFLER SYSTEM: $679.98 

BILLET CLUTCH BASKET: $212.49 

BILLET PRESSURE PLATE: $152.95 

BILLET INNER HUB: $279.95 

BILLET CLUTCH COVER: $137.95 

POWER TUNER: $279.95 

BILLET IGNITION COVER: $234.99 

BILLET OFFSET AXLE BLOCKS: $43.95 

PLASTIC CHAIN GUIDE: $82.49 

WATER-PUMP GUARD: $44.99 

RADIATOR BRACES: $99.99 

REAR BRAKE DISC GUARD: $103.99 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE AIR FILTER: $15.95 

REAR SPROCKET: $61.95 

COUNTERSHAFT SPROCKET: $24.99 

X-RING GOLD CHAIN: $87.49 

REAR BRAKE CLEVIS: $48.95 

FRONT BRAKE LINE PINCH: $36.95 

GRAPHICS KIT: $79.95 


WANT MORE? 

CHECK OUT THE 2015 YAMAHA YZ450F RIDING IMPRESSION AT DIRTRIDER.COM/ 
FEATURES/2015-YAMAHA-YZ450F-VIDEO/, 


If there was a downside to this monster of an engine, 
it was that we experienced more engine-braking. When 
rolling the throttle off coming into corners the front end 
wanted to dive more, which gave the feel of more front- 
end traction but left us with a harsh-feeling fork. It took 
some time to get used to this, and making adjustments 
to the fork (stiffening compression and slowing rebound) 
helped the front end dive less, but "Big Blue" does pitch 
more than its less-horsepowered relative. We have put 
close to 35 hours on all of the GYTR parts with no failures, 
and valve clearances are still in tolerance. (Note: We have 
changed the oil every four motor hours and put in a fresh 
oil filter at every other oil change.) 

You shouldn't be afraid of more horsepower, but do be 
afraid of not being able to control the horsepower that 
some modifications make out on the track. The GYTR mods 
made very noticeable gains (and kept what we loved about 
the stock engine character) but made it even easier for the 
rider to ride out on the track. After testing the 2014 YZ250F 
GYTR engine mods in the September 2014 issue we felt the 
rider should have been able to feel a bigger difference out 
on the track (especially for the cost). The 2015 YZ450F GYTR 
modifications do just this and give the rider noticeably more 
bang for his or her hard-earned buck with added excite- 
ment while maintaining Yamaha's proven reliability. EV 9 


FUEL 

RPM 

4000 

6500 

9000 

Throttle 

3/4 

+3 

+7 

+3 


3/8 

+3 

+7 

+3 


1/8 

+3 

+6 

+3 

IGNITION 


RPM 



4000 

6500 

9000 

Throttle 

3/4 

+2 

+1 

+2 


3/8 

+2 

+2 

+2 


1/8 

+2 

+2 

+2 


USING VP U4.4 Fuel 


sion of the 2015 YZ450F is how smooth the roll-on power 
is coming out of corners. It rolls on with just a little more 
authority than the stock version (but not too much where it 
feels like a 2010 YZ450F) and keeps as much traction to the 
rear wheel as the stock YZ-F. 


We did experience a slightly dirty feeling from 0 percent 


throttle to 5 percent, so we adjusted the fuel map on the 

GYTR Power Tuner to help clean that area up (see the 


map at the end of this story). The GYTR engine smoothly 
transitions from the bottom-end to a huge midrange that 
will get your attention in a hurry. The midrange can be 
slightly too much to handle (for novice riders) on tighter 
tracks with many 180-degree corners. Faster-style tracks 
are where you can really appreciate the added meat of the 
midrange pull. We used the stock 13/48 gearing and could 
use third gear around almost every corner of every track 
we went to, which the stock bike can't do quite as well 
(even our novice testers who have slower entrance speed 
in corners could pull third gear in most turns). The top-end 
pulls slightly farther than the stock version, but this is not 
as noticeable as the sheer torque increase of this motor. 
Where top-end is most noticeable is when we went to 
sandier or loamy-type tracks. The deeper the track was 
prepped, the longer each tester could leave the throttle on 
and could really feel the pulling power of the GYTR engine. 
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H usqvarna is one of only three manufac- 
turers (in addition to TM and Gas Gas) to 
have a 125 two-stroke off-road motor- 
cycle. New to the American Husqvarna 
lineup this year is the TE 125. Comparing 
the TE to the TC motocrosser, there are quite a few key 
differences: The TE 125 has a heavier crank, a heavier 
flywheel, and a different-shape head to boost bottom- 
end torque. The carburetor settings are also adjusted to 
help make the 125cc engine more off-road friendly. The 
addition of an 18-inch rear wheel and a headlight are 
also included in the off-road package. The settings on the 
WP 4CS fork and the WP shock are valved softer for the 
rigors of off-road terrain and a Magura hydraulic clutch is 
standard on the TE, instead of a Brembo unit that is seen 
on the TC models. We originally tested this model in 
Sweden last year (the 2014 model wasn't imported into 
the US) but got our hands on a 2015 version here on our 
own turf to see how it handles American off-road soil. 

After our maiden voyage we decided we needed to 
add a couple of important modifications to the 2015 
Husqvarna TE 125. The stock seats that come on all of 
the Husqvarnas are as slippery as fork oil on a garage 
floor; they don't provide any grip whatsoever for your 
rear end, so we installed a One Industries gripper seat 
cover to keep us from sliding off the little 125. We also 
wanted to be able to try and hold the TE wide open 
across fast desert valleys (not just tight woods riding), 
so we put on a GPR V4 steering stabilizer (mounted 
with a GPR top triple clamp combo) to try to get some 
additional straight-line stability (more on that later). 

If you're looking for torque out of your motor, you 
will have to look somewhere else. The engine charac- 
ter on the TE 125 is soft and smooth initially and then 
will reward the rider who rides very aggressively. After 


mg* 

If TR 




* 


Story By Kris Keefer ■ Photos By Chris Denison 
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getting used to the soft bottom-end power and fan- 
ning the clutch, we really began to enjoy the TE 125. 
Mid- to top-end is where the fun meter will be at an 
all-time high. This Husqvarna really shines on flowing 
single-track (think enduro grass-track special tests). 

We found out quickly that this bike wasn't designed 
for wide-open desert riding. 

Just like riding any other 125cc machine, the TE 125 
requires constant shifting and work from the rider. Our 
most novice tester really struggled with the engine 
character, mainly because he couldn't lug this bike at 
all. If you are able to work for it, the payoff is extremely 
fun and the rider is able to get down the trail at a good 
clip. While riding across a long, fast section of dirt road 
we could see on the speedo/odometer dash that the 
top speed of the TE was around 68 mph, but getting to 
that speed is the tricky part. The jetting was a little rich 
as well, so we leaned out (raised) the needle clip one 
position, and this made the midrange extremely clean 
and crisp. Some testers felt the Magura hydraulic clutch 
wasn't quite as good as the Brembo design. "Crabby" 
is how one test rider described it when he got into 
tighter sections that required more clutch use. 

The TE 125 chassis likes to be ridden across medium- 
fast, choppy straights and smaller braking bumps and 
does so fairly comfortably. The soft suspension makes 
small, square-edged chop very comfortable for the 
rider (even when the stabilizer is turned off). However, 
the 4CS fork does move through the stroke rapidly 
without much damping on larger C-outs or bumps out 
on the trail. Even when cranking up the compression 
on the fork, it still should have a little more hold-up 
for aggressive riders. The rear of the bike stayed 
straight and gave us a planted feeling everywhere that 
inspired confidence even with our faster testers. There 


The Husqvarna TE 125 is a beautiful piece 
of machinery that loves to be wrung out. 

was always tons of traction at the rear wheel even 
when some testers felt like they were in a low gear 
wringing the motor out. 

The benefit of the CPR stabilizer with smaller, 
lightweight two-strokes is that it makes the front end 
feel more planted to the ground. The Husqvarna feels 
so light that it can be flicked around in tighter sections 
with ease, but when you get to some rockier sections 
that lightweight feeling can backfire. You will find 
yourself deflecting off of rocks more than you would 
on a four-stroke, so the extra damping in the handle- 
bar makes for a smoother ride over nastier sections of 
the trail. Standard Brembo brakes are also a huge plus 
and will get you stopped in a hurry without being too 
touchy on steep downhills. 

We applaud Husqvarna for keeping small-bore, two- 
stroke off-road machines alive and well in America. 
There is still plenty of fun to be had on this screaming, 
lightweight, premixed machine. Just be prepared to 
drink an extra cup of coffee before heading out on the 
trail to get you extra hyper because that's how the TE 
125 likes its riders! DR 


SEAT HEIGHT: 37.8 IN. 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 14.0 IN. 
FUEL CAPACITY: 2.9 GAL 


SECOND OPINION 
CHRIS DENISON 

HT: 5’10” WT: 155 LB. OFF-ROAD EXPERT 

Lightweight and pipey, the Husqvarna TE 125 has 
an energetic personality, yet it takes some effort 
to ride the right way. Peak power is located well 
into the upper midrange, and to stay in this window 
takes a lot of clutch work and momentum carrying. 
There is no lugging this machine; the on/off power 
requires that you fully commit to being wound out 
at all times. I like the fact that the TE 125 forces 
you to carry speed and stay on the gas, but I simply 
want more power out of an off-road bike. When 
you come screaming into a nasty section, there 
isn’t much meat left over to help you pop up a rock 
ledge or to blip over a big log. 

For such a lightweight machine, the handling 
is fairly stable-no doubt aided by the steering 
damper. Cornering didn’t feel completely seamless 
to me, but I think that a lot of this is due to the 
power. This is a fun bike to play on, but I wouldn’t 
want to go race it when there are 200/250cc two- 
strokes out there that require so much less work 
to ride fast. 




MSRP: $7649 


WEIGHT (TANK FULL): 237 LB. 

(W/ STABILIZER AND TOP CLAMP) 
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Production dirt bikes aren't tailor-made for one specific rider. Manufacturers and 
aftermarket companies have to make motorcycles and parts that can please a wide 
target of riders. Therefore, if you know how to properly evaluate your bike, you can 
tune it to be precisely tailored to you. If you don't dial in your bike— or worse, do it 
wrong— you're cheating yourself out of faster lap times, being more comfortable, and 
having a better motorcycle for yourself. There is an old saying in testing: "You are only 
as good as what you try." You don't have to be the fastest guy or gal in the world to 
be able to evaluate a motorcycle, but it does take patience and some proper knowl- 
edge and understanding of mechanics about how a dirt bike is supposed to function. 
What about the average weekend warrior? How is he or she supposed to know the 
right way to set up a bike to have a better motorcycle? Here are some key points and 
insider tips to help you evaluate and test parts, settings, or bikes on the track or trail. 


S ome believe that being a test rider is a fantastic job. While it is a 
great job to have, it takes a considerable amount of experience 
and technique (just like being able to go fast on a motorcycle) to be 
able to evaluate a dirt bike and/or parts correctly. Even some top 
professional motocross athletes aren't very good test riders. Some 
only know one thing: to turn the throttle wide open and ride as fast as possible. 
There are only a few top riders who are really in tune with their bike settings and 
can relay that information back to their mechanics and engineers to achieve the 
best setup possible. I raced professional motocross and supercross, and while I 
wasn't fast enough to make a living on my speed alone, I have been able to make 
a living testing motorcycles for a couple of manufacturers and many aftermarket 
companies in the motorcycle industry. 





test 


BETTER 


C»1 
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verb | \'test\ 

take measures to check the quality , 
performance , or reliability of ( some- 
thing ), especially before putting it 
into widespread use or practice 

THE RIGHT 
WAY TO 
MAKE YOUR 
MACHINE 


Story By Kris Keefer ■ Photos By Justin Kosman 





MAKING A SCORE SHEET 

Make yourself a score sheet with all the things you will be testing on any given 
day/time. You can break the score sheet down how you choose, but a numerical 
system seems to work the best. Also, make sure to include location, date, time of 
day, temperature, humidity, make and model of bike, as well as track or trail condi- 
tions. Keep a log of every time you create your own test, and use it as your bible, so 
to speak, for future reference. Here is how it can be done: 

3 = BASELINE SETTING 

3+ = SLIGHTLY BETTER: BARELY NOTICEABLE 
3.5 = BETTER IN MOST AREAS 

4 = BETTER IN ALL AREAS 



If the current setting is not as good as a "3," then it should be looked at as 
unacceptable, and you should rethink using that setting. For more of a breakdown 
on categories see the "Want More" link. 

GETTING STARTED 

The most important thing to remember when you test is your starting point. 
Whether it's your old bike you're trying to improve with aftermarket parts or you're 
trying to figure out which bike to buy, testing is all about trying to improve from 
where you are currently. In addition, don't make changes to your bike just to make 
it look cool! Sometimes bolting on those blinged-out aftermarket triple clamps or 
that super-lightweight titanium muffler system will decrease your motorcycle's 
performance on the track or trail. Don't just assume because the aftermarket com- 
panies have something for your bike that the piece will be better than stock. Tons of 
man-hours, money, and development go into making your production bike perform 
the best it possibly can. Yes, even that stock muffler you got on there! When putting 
on aftermarket parts, put each accessory on one at a time to ensure it doesn't make 


your bike run or handle worse than what you already have. 

Make sure when you have everything you are testing, all of it is laid out so you can 
do the quickest and most efficient turnaround possible. Back-to-back testing is the best 
way to get the most out of your evaluations. Skipping days or taking too much time 
leaves room for inconsistent results. Your starting point is what we call "baseline." A 
baseline setting is the setting that everything else you try will be measured against. 
Anything you test and keep on your machine should rate above your baseline setting. 

When testing, you never want to try too many things (three to four combinations 
max) before getting back to your baseline setting. This means you might have to 
go back and revisit your baseline setting a couple of times (if you have several bikes 
or parts) so you don't lose the feeling of what that baseline is. Also, make sure you 
don't cram in 10 things on a day to test. You will get lost and find yourself going in 
circles on your evaluation score sheet. Try to keep to only a few parts to test per day 
when starting out. If you find yourself with several different types of the same part 
to test, break them up into different days. Find the best two settings (each day) and 
then create a final day to decide on which way to go and what you will be sticking to. 


"THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO REMEMBER 

WHEN YOU TEST IS YOUR STARTING POINT. 





LIGHTER IS FASTER. 

Weighing 70% to 80% less than conventional lead acid batteries, Shorai LFX™ Lithium-Iron 
batteries are replacing an old standard with modern-day performance. By leading the Lithium-Iron 
revolution, Shorai is delivering a technological leap to riders around the globe. 

70%-80% LIGHTER THAN LEAD ACID MEANS IMPROVED HANDLING 
LITHIUM-IRON TURNS ENGINES FASTER, FOR QUICK, RELIABLE STARTING 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY AND WON'T SULFATE WHILE SITTING 
EXCEPTIONAL LIFESPAN 


SHORAI 


DESIGNED IN SILICON VALLEY, CA SHORAIPOWER.COM 






TESTING AT THE TRACK/TRAIL 

Another important aspect of testing is making 
sure you are doing things correctly on the 
track or trail. If you ride off-road, you need to 
evaluate on that type of terrain, so make sure 
you set up a loop that you can hit consistently 
that doesn't take you too long to complete (15 
to 20 minutes max). Keep it short so each time 
you switch parts or bikes the memory of your 
baseline setting is in your head. 

Similar to off road, keeping it short at the 
motocross track (no more than four to five laps) 
is optimal. One of the big reasons to do this is 
second-guessing your initial impression. If you 
are out there too long, your mind can wander 
and you can second-guess yourself and your 
initial impression. Another key thing is to try and 
hit the same line (once formed) every time you 
go out. If you take different lines (which could 
be faster), your evaluation will be skewed. You 
want to make sure you and your bike are familiar 
with the exact same lines, bumps, jumps, ruts, 
rocks, and hills so when you try a new piece and 
it reacts differently (good or bad) you know how 
to rate it on your score sheet. This will determine 
if you are going in the right direction or not. 

BLIND TESTING 

This type of testing is usually how each manufac- 
turer evaluates. Typically when a manufacturer 
is narrowing down a specific part of a new bike, 
testers will not know which part is being replaced. 
It is up to the test rider to give the proper feed- 


back to the engineers, which 
then tells the engineers what 
direction to go. 

Example: If the engineers 
have three different camshaft 
settings to try, each camshaft 
will be marked on the engi- 
neer's score sheet (this sheet 
is separate from the tester's 
sheet) and will be put into the 
motorcycle in no specific order. 
Manufacturers will use two or 
three test riders when narrow- 


is in the bike, and after all the options have 
been run through the test then engineers will go 
over all of the notes to see if all or most of the 
test riders agreed on the performance changes. 
There are cases where some parts (or specs) 
may be split 50/50, in which case engineers 
decide which direction they want the bike to go 
based on what the testers' notes have to say. 



ing down parts to ensure proper 
direction. Each tester will not know which cam 



TESTING TERMS 

Want to use more testing terminology in your vocabulary? 

Or maybe you just want to impress your buddies? Here are a 
few common terms test riders use while communicating with 
engineers. You might already be familiar with some of these 
terms from reading the pages of Dirt Rider. 

RIDER TRIANGLE: The rider triangle refers to the cockpit 
area that consists of the handlebar-to-seat-to-footpeg position. 
The rider triangle is important to understand when setting up 
your riding position, also known as ergonomics. 

BLOWING THROUGH: This is a term when either the fork 
or shock loses its damping feel and there is no hold-up in the 
suspension. 

SUSPENSION PERFORMANCE: Some manufacturers 
or suspension shops valve for "performance" versus comfort. 
Performance is a term used by test riders when there is more 
hold-up in the suspension around the track. A rider can ride 
harder and charge into bumps and jumps without the suspen- 
sion feeling mushy. 

SUSPENSION COMFORT: Comfort is more of a term 
for plush-feeling suspension. Valving for comfort, you will 
get more movement in the suspension when the track gets 
acceleration bumps out of corners or choppy square edges 
coming into corners. 

FLICKABILITY: The center of gravity— or CC— feeling is 
a common focus among today's motorcycle builders. Most all 
the manufacturers are shifting the bulk of the weight in the 
engine low and into the center of the motorcycle. This gives 
the feeling of maneuverability or of a bike being "flickable" on 
the track or trail. 

FORWARD BITE: This term can relate to rear-wheel trac- 
tion, or it can be used when the rear suspension squats out 
of a corner (instead of riding high in the stroke) and gives the 
rider maximum traction under load. 

PULLING POWER: When rolling on the throttle out of a 
corner this phrase is used to describe how much torque feeling 
is between the rider's legs. 

RPM RESPONSE: This is how the crispness or instanta- 
neous feel of any given rpm range is measured. It can be imme- 
diately coming out of a corner (low-rpm response), shifting 
from second to third gear down a straight (mid-rpm response), 
holding it wide open then shutting off the throttle for split 
second and then back on again (top-end rpm response). This is 
often adjusted through FI settings or carburetion. 

DIRTY: This describes motor character testing if the bike 
feels rich or has a blubber/hiccup. The rider may feel it under 
acceleration or under load. 
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PULLING THE WOOL 
OVER THE EYES 

Being a test rider is being a trustworthy 
person. Integrity is what companies and 
manufacturers are looking for, and this 
trait can help you with dialing in your 
personal equipment. As a professional 
test rider you are not selling anything 
and only have your honest opinion to 
offer. There are not many other jobs in 
today's society where your opinion can 
be "factual" to a company. 

How I got my career started was 
passing a test that I didn't even I know 
I was taking. 

It was one of my first days testing 
for a manufacturer, and the engineers 
sent me on my way to evaluate a fork 
setting. I came back in and gave them 
my opinion on what it was doing out 
on the track. They sent me over to the 
box van to write my evaluation on that 
setting while they changed out forks. 
When they reinstalled the fork legs, I 
went back out and made a few laps and 
came back in and immediately wrote 
down my score on the "new" setting. As 
the engineers gathered around to hear 
what I had to say about "A" and "B" 


IISTME 


CREATING A BETTER 
MACHINE FOR VOURSELF 

At the end of a test day you want to be 
able to load your bike up and go home 
knowing you made your machine a bet- 
ter fit for you. Most people can't test a 
product before buying it, so make sure to 
do your research before purchasing. All 
of us here at Dirt Rider take testing very 
seriously and want to give you as much 
feedback as possible so your dollars are 
well spent. Try these tips we have given 
you, and send us your own evaluation 
sheet and results of a test you have done 
at drmail@bonniercorp.com, and maybe 
we will run it in a future issue of Dirt 
Rider magazine. DF? 


settings I explained to them, "They both 
feel similar to me, and I didn't notice 
anything better or worse on the track." 
Before I could apologize and tell them 
I felt like a failure as a test rider, one 
engineer put his hand on my shoulder 
and said, "You're hired." The engineers 
put the exact same fork on (to test the 
tester) and had me take some laps on 
the track to see if I would just make up a 
different opinion on the same fork. 


WANT MORE? 

NEED AN EVALUATION SHEET TO MAKE NOTES AND CREATE YOUR 
OWN TEST? WE HAVE ONE FOR YOU. FEEL FREE TO PRINT OFF A 
FEW OF THESE AND TAKE THEM TO YOUR TRACK OR TRAIL LOOP. 
DIRTRIDER.COM/TESTSHEET 








TRUST 



ITALIAN HARDWARE 


CODY WEBB'S FACTORY BETA 300 RR 


Story By Kris Keefer • Photos By Drew Ruiz 



I mmediately after the conclusion of the AMA GEICO 
EnduroCross series, we swept away American 
Beta/Stillwell Performance's 2014 Beta 300 RR 
that Cody Webb had just used to win the champion- 
ship. Not long after loading the Beta into the Dirt 
Rider truck, we set out to see if the bike was as good 
as the rider. 

Talking with Stillwell Performance's Alan Stillwell 
(American Beta's EnduroCross team manager last sea- 
son) we found that many hours of testing were spent 
to decide on which bike Cody would race. It was either 
the Beta 350 RR thumper or the 300 RR pinger, and 
after many back-to-back comparisons Cody decided 
on the two-stroke simply because of the light feeling 
underneath him. Once the decision was made, numer- 


ous hours were put in to make the 300 RR smoker just 
right for the tall, lanky kid from Northern California. 

Even after a win at the first round, Cody and Alan 
knew they needed more bottom-end to get out of the 
gate better against their competitors on 350cc and 
450cc four-strokes. Stillwell Performance took the 
cylinder and had it blueprinted and polished and the 
power valve matched. They milled the cylinder head 
and reshaped the dome, as well as changed the port 
timing with different base gaskets until they found 
increased power that connected to the ground better 
on the EnduroCross courses' slippery terrain. They 
also played with a few pipe combinations that FMF 
gave the team but always came back to the produc- 
tion version FMF offers to the public. Flowever, the 


Powercore 2 silencer was slightly different; FMF built 
Beta a bigger diameter core, and it was also consider- 
ably shorter. The stock Sachs suspension was replaced 
with a Marzocchi fork and Fox Podium rear shock, and, 
finally, to drop weight, the battery and wiring harness 
were removed and most fasteners were replaced with 
titanium and aluminum pieces. 

We got to spend a few days aboard the championship- 
winning Beta 300 RR on some technical trails and a 
local EnduroCross track to give the bike the once-over. 
Swinging a leg over Webb's machine, we immediately 
noticed how neutral the cockpit was for a 5-foot-10 
rider (especially being that Webb is 6-foot-3). The only 
hint of a tall rider cockpit was a high-set shifter and a 
rear brake pedal that was adjusted low. 



We tested Cody Webb’s Beta just as it came 
off the track-mud, grime, scratches, and all! 


AMERICAN PILOT 


First thing, we made our way to some technical, rocky 
terrain and were in awe of the tractability this Beta 300 
RR provided. The motor chugged down low and was 
exciting yet manageable. The engine was free revving 
and hooked up to the ground similarly to a four-stroke. 
The bottom-end ran seamlessly through to the mid- 
range where we discovered this bike loved to be ridden. 
The midrange rpm response was instantaneous, and 
we found ourselves hopping and jumping our way over 
rocks and logs that normally made us hesitant on other 
race machines. For a bike that is usually in the confines 
of small hockey arenas, there was still plenty of top-end 
to be had. Winding it out on the trails, the factory Beta 
300 RR could pull third and fourth gears farther than 
we expected. Vibration was minimal for a two-stroke, 
and the jetting was crisp. Even though we mostly used 
first through third gears, the factory Beta transmission 
was left intact (unlike previous years' race engines) with 
all six gears still available. 

The handling of the champ's bike is what impressed us 
the most. The Marzocchi fork felt like it ran a little high 
in the stroke in corners, but the Beta could hit obstacles 
at speed (and hard, we might add) and still have loads 
of comfort. The plushness of the fork over sharp objects 
left us with tons of confidence in tight, technical, rocky 
sections. The shock felt like it rode low in the stroke 
(even with sag adjusted for our testers' weight), but 
the more we rode the Beta, the more we could start to 


understand why Cody likes it this way. 

Webb transfers his weight and his large frame around 
on the bike so much that he purposely needs an unbal- 
anced setup. The fork is stiffer than the Fox Podium 2 
shock, and, coming from a trials background, this is a 
common theme. Flaving a low rear end really lets Webb 
get extremely far off the back of the bike for sections 
such as the Matrix (repeated log hits). The Fox shock 
has a slow, dead feel to it, but even with it riding low 
it never felt like it bottomed out. The light feel of the 
two-stroke chassis also makes it easy to maneuver to 
perform foot plants, and the ease of line changes makes 
this a fun, nimble-feeling motorcycle. 

Another honorable mention would have to be how good 
the Dunlop "gummy" rear tire is for extreme off-road 
riding. It's like cheating! The gummy has so much grip 
and traction when it gets slick that you really have to force 
your brain to tell your throttle hand, "It's okay. Go ahead 
and twist it. The bike won't lose traction." Hopefully 
Dunlop will put these tires into production soon. 

At the end of the day, this Beta 300 RR is made just for 
Cody Webb and his unbelievable skills on a motorcycle. It's 
not meant for the average rider. Or is it? What is special 
about this particular bike is that it pleased a wide range of 
riders, not just Cody. That is a testament to American Beta 
and Stillwell Performance for building such a well-rounded 
race machine that was able to beat the best racers that 
AMA EnduroCross racing had to offer. DR 


SECOND OPINION 

CHRIS DENISON 

HT: 5’10” WT: 155 LB. OFF-ROAD EXPERT 

Just a few minutes aboard this Beta 300 RR are enough 
to reveal that the bike's previous owner is a serious 
trials rider; several components of the machine's setup 
are somewhat “trials like” in nature. The smooth, strong, 
four-stroke-like surge of low/midrange power is condu- 
cive to full traction and great acceleration. Similarly, the 
bike has the ability to rev up and splatter into obstacles 
with zero hesitation. 

I also can’t remember riding a bike that had better 
connectivity between the throttle and the rear tire. The 
suspension is oddly low in the rear, but the overall setup 
works well, particularly in river rocks and small, irregular 
boulders; here, the bike would stay straight as an arrow 
with almost no “dancing” out of the back end. Repeated 
hits to the fork (rough corner entry, specifically) would 
cause it to top out, yet bottoming resistance was incred- 
ible, and both ends of the bike felt balanced despite the 
chopper stance. The pegs/shifter setups have been 
opened up to accommodate Cody’s massive feet, and 
the front brake and clutch are particularly sharp. Overall, 
it's obvious that Cody wants precision and consistency 
out of every aspect of this bike-f ram the motor to the 
controls to the suspension-because that's exactly 
what Beta and Stillwell delivered. 

CODY WEBB’S BETA 300 RR 
PARTS LIST 

■ ACERBIS FRONT ROTOR GUARD 
■BRP CHAIN GUIDE 
-DID GOLD CHAIN 
■DID RIMS 

-DIRT TRICKS ROTORS 
-DP BRAKES 

- DUNLOP FACTORY “GUMMY” REAR TIRE 
-DUNLOP MX 52 FRONT TIRE 
■FASTWAY EVOLUTION PEGS 

- FASTWAY/STILLWELL PERFORMANCE 
LINKAGE GUARD 

-FMF PIPE AND SILENCER 

-FOX RACING PODIUM 2 SHOCK 

-HBD GRAPHICS 

-HYDE RACING SKID PLATE 

-MARZOCCHI FORK 

-MOTOSEAT COVER 

-MOTUL FLUIDS 

-MYLER'S RADIATORS 

•ODI BARS AND GRIPS 

-RAD HUBS 

■SUPERSPROX SPROCKETS 
-TIRE BALLS, FRONT AND REAR 

- TITANIUM AND ALUMINUM FASTENERS 
■VP 110 RACE FUEL 
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A merica can be viewed as a great mixing pot, a blend, a melange of the 
best of what the world has to offer. As such, Americans tend to want 
this collaboration out of the things they buy and invest in, such as, for 
example, dirt bikes. Yet it was an Austrian company that came up with this hybrid 
concept, this blend of trials and trail, this unique mix of different machines that 
we just had to ride. 

The KTM Freeride 250 R is not laid out like a traditional dirt bike. Its frame is a mix 
of aluminum, steel, and plastic pieces, it only has one radiator (with a fan) tucked 
behind the frame's downtube, and the trials-shaped exhaust starts on the right side 
then crosses over to the left and under the panel. Next, at the push of a button, its 
seat flips up, hinging from the front of the bike to reveal an 1.8-gallon, translucent 
fuel tank and an air filter that, rather than an airbox, is enclosed in its own plastic 
compartment surrounded by the tank. 

The 43mm fork is basically from a KTM 85 SX, and the shock is a PDS unit without 
linkage attached to a shorter and smaller swingarm than a standard off-road bike's 
swingarm. Powering the "little" bike is a 250cc two-stroke engine based on the XC-W 
model but with considerable changes to make it more trials-like. The power valve has 
been omitted, and the Freeride has a different cylinder and piston than its off-road 
bigger brother. To wedge it further from a trailbike, the transmission has shorter 
gear ratios with sixth gear being a much taller, transfer-like gear. And, of course, the 
exhaust is more reminiscent of something off of a trials motorcycle than a big bike. 
Looking at all of these specific features, many riders— some of us included— had 


really high expectations of this bike, viewing it as perhaps the ultimate EnduroCross 
machine or extreme enduro racer. But at no fault of the bike's, our perceptions of 
the Freeride were built up so high that the reality of this KTM left us underwhelmed. 
The reasons this isn't the be-all-end-all dirt bike is basically that it is under- 
suspended and the motor is halfway between a trials bike and an off-road bike, and 
it doesn't really work that wonderfully for either. That being said, this bike does 
have its place, as we will explain. 

Let's start with the motor. Flip on the choke (it's tucked away, so hidden you'll 
need a treasure map to find it) and stab the e-button and the bike fires pretty 
effortlessly. At an idle, you can hear and feel that the bike is different than a typical 
quarter-liter smoker. The exhaust note is pretty quiet but not trials-bike quiet, and it 
doesn't have a spark arrester. Clicking into gear, the Freeride lays down torque for 
days, but, in keeping with the trials-like feel, the gears are super short, and we had 


to upshift way sooner than on a normal off-roader. The motor makes almost all of 
its power down low, and once in the midrange it flattens out and makes more noise 
than power. That being said, this bike wasn't built to be a racer. A huge plus side to 
the luggability and short gears is that a rider, especially one who isn't particularly 
talented at technical/difficult terrain, can pick their way through tough sections 
without much worry of stalling or the need to carry a lot of momentum. 

The chassis is smaller overall, making the cockpit a little cramped while seated, 
but while standing the ergos felt normal. This bike is very light-feeling compared to 
full-size off-road bikes and the low seat height, short wheelbase, and generous turn- 
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Find your fun today at one of these fine Beta dealers 


Dirt Riders West, Scottsdale, AZ, 800-467-0604 
Jetworld Powersports, Castaic, CA, 661-294-0072 
Get Dirty Dirt Bikes, Morongo Valley, CA, 760-327-0747 
Browns Cycles, Paso Robles, CA, 805-238-1240 
Tec-Cycles, Riverside, CA, 909-224-3375 
Moore & Sons, Santa Cruz, CA, 831-475-3619 
Apex Sports, Colorado Springs, CO, 719-475-2437 
Grand Mesa Motorsports, Delta, CO, 970-874-8621 
Balance Trials Supply, Westminister, CO, 720-207-7715 
Small Engine Repairs, Bradenton, FL, 941-739-5102 
Moto Tech, Boise, ID, 208-376-8324 
Kolby Offroad, Idaho Falls, ID , 208-709-2626 
Bucher Sales, Rock, KS, 620-986-5666 
Knight Cycles, Southbridge, MA, 508-764-4356 
Xtreme Powersports-MD, Accident, MD, 301-387-2095 
Jack's Cycles, South Berwick, ME, 207-337-1274 
Poet Motorcycles, Helena, MT , 406-457-8230 


Town & Country Cycle, Hamburg, NJ, 973-875-2111 
Steves Custom Cycles, Lockport, NY, 716-625-4372 
Seas Recreation, Mayville, NY, 716-753-2628 
Powerline Cycles, Inc., Mahopac, NY, 845-528-3401 
Pony Powersports, Westerville, OH, 614-212-7888 
Airhead Sales & Service, Klamath Falls, OR, 541-882-3572 
Off Road Cycles, Oil City, PA, 814-678-3478 
Rising Sun Cycles, Harriman, TN, 865-590-1363 
Adventure Offroad, Leoma, TN, 931-852-5445 
Garry Griffith Cycle, Chattanooga, TN, 423-867-0423 
MotoTrialsport, Midlothian, TX, 972-754-9686 
Steadmans Recreation, Tooele, UT, 435-882-3344 
Frank's Motorbikes, Bellevue, WA, 425-603-9000 
County Cycle Pitstop, New Richmond, Wl, 612-558-6807 
Future Cycle, Maidsville, WV, 304-376-1833 
Alpine Motorsports, Casper, WY, 307-234-4944 



for parts, accessories and more information on our BYOB program, go to www.betausa.com 










ing stops make for a very nimble machine. On 
faster, more open trails, this KTM felttwitchy 
and undersprung, but in slower, first-/second- 
gear trails the Freeride's small stature inspires 
confidence and makes picking up the bike easy, 
especially for less muscular riders. 

For fast-paced riding or racing, the fork is just 
not up to the task and can't take big hits like a 
full-size bike can. Neither can the shock, which, 
if you are sitting down and take a whoop at 
speed, will blow through the stroke and give 
you a buck. But at lower speeds and for just 
novice-level play riding, the suspension is more 
than capable and has a trials-y feel. The fork 
doesn't deflect when hitting rocks; rather it 
drives forward, up, and over like you'd want it 
to (we know from experience that this lack of 
deflection is at least partially due to the trials 
front tire). Combined with the sticky trials tires 
and super-torquey engine, the suspension 
gobbles up most obstacles with ease, as long as 
you are not slamming into them. We've found 
that the Freeride 250 R is much more about 
slow precision rather than race aggression or 
plowing through things. In really tricky rocks, 
roots, or when side-hilling where stopping on a 
normal bike would mean disaster, the Freeride 
could stop, pick a different line, grab a boatload 
of traction, and get going again. No problem. 

After all of this, who is this bike for? Well, 
it's for everyone, really. No, it won't replace 
your 300 XC, your CRF450X, or your WR250R, 
but it makes for an epically fun second bike. 
Conversely, the Freeride would make an excel- 
lent "only" bike for those who prefer smaller, 
lighter, not-super-fast trailbikes. It is a good 
alternative to a CRF230F or TT-R230 for riders 


seeking an easy-to-swing-a-leg-over bike, but in 
comparison the Freeride is much more capable 
without being intimidating. Lastly, it would 
be a great trail-building bike because of the 
manageability of the power and chassis, the 
minimal footprint on the trail, and of course the 
kickstand and electric start. 

For those riders who are not looking to race yet 
want to get through gnarly terrain and be as free 
as the wind blows, this is the bike for you. DR 

SECOND OPINION 
CHRIS DENISON 

HT: 5’10” WT: 155 LB. OFF-ROAD EXPERT 

Having ridden the KTM Freeride 350 four-stroke 
over in Austria-and, more recently, having ridden 
the Freeride 250 back to back with a KTM 250 
XC in EnduroCross-l’ve learned there are a lot 
of false expectations about these bikes. They 
are fun, maneuverable, torque-producing trail 
machines, but they are not hard enduro racers, 
and they are not the ultimate EnduroCross 
platforms. Think of the Freeride 250 as a hybrid 
trials bike with more off-road-style ergos and a 
KTM 85 fork because that’s essentially what it is. 
I'll take a KTM big bike over the Freeride for seri- 
ous trails and any form of racing, yet for a second 
machine, a trail-building bike, a non-serious play 
motorcycle, or an alternative to an entry-level 
four-stroke, the Freeride is a super-fun option. 

KTM FREERIDE 250 R 


MSRP: $7899 

SEAT HEIGHT: 36.25 IN. 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 13.6 IN. 

FUEL CAPACITY: 1.8 GAL. 

WEIGHT (TANK FULL): 215 LB. 

KTM.COM 

WANT MORE? 


CHECK OUT OUR FIRST IMPRESSION OF THIS BIKE AT DIRTRIDER.COM/ 
FEATURES/2015-KTM-FREERIDE-250-R/.. 


THE KTM FREERIDE 250 R 


Three frame materials, one radia- 
tor, and a smaller stance make 
the Freeride a unique machine. 




* 
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Off-camber descents are just 
the kind of tricky trail obstacles 
where the Freeride excels. 
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SIX UNIQUELY DESIGNED BAGS 
MANUFACTURED BY OGIO TO HANDLE 
YOUR MOTO & TRAVEL NEEDS. 


BOWERS 


AWASAKI 


TRAVELER II 




RECON 


Mustek 

t * C WOT 




EVENT 




TRIBUTE 


HELMET CASE 


AVAILABLE NOW THROUGH PRO CIRCUIT, OR ONE OF ITS OFFICIAL DEALERS 


PRO CIRCUIT OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTORS 

RBHXfB EES 

FOLLOW US 

D procircuit78 $0 @procircuit78 @ procircuitinc 0 @procircuit78 



WWW.PROCIRCUIT.COM 









With Justin Bar 


Story And Photos By Shan Moore 


The Mellow Side Of Bam Bam 


Justin Barcia earned the nickname "Wild Child" during his formative 
years in the 250 class in AMA Pro Motocross and Supercross com- 
petition. However, since moving to 450s full time in 2012, the New 
York native has been working hard to smooth out his style and polish 
his reputation. After years — both amateur and pro — on a Honda, 
Barcia signed a deal with AutoTrader.com/Toyota/JGR Yamaha dur- 
ing the off-season, something Justin says is just the next step in his 
bid to make it to the top. 



How was the change from Team Honda to the Joe Gibbs team and 
Yamaha? 

There were lots of changes, really. It was nice not to have to go to 
California during the off-season, for one. I went to North Carolina to do 
all the testing, and I enjoy being on the East Coast, so that was good. 

It was just a learning process, really. Besides learning a new bike, I was 
learning the new team, learning the people who work on the bike, and I 
also hired a new trainer, Johnny O'Mara. 


Is the training mainly mountain biking, or do you work in the 
gym too? 

It's mainly mountain biking, with some road riding and way more prac- 
tice on my motorcycle. It makes me more comfortable on the bike and 
helps me know what it's going to do in different situations. 


There's a rumor you snuck out of the Italian hospital after your 
crash at the Genova Supercross. 

I was in the hospital for a few days, and on the night before my flight 
they said my chest was good and it was okay for me to fly, but then 
later that night another doctor came in and said she thought I had 


a broken hip. I told her my hip wasn't broken because I had been walking, 
but she said they wanted to keep me and do X-rays. So I told her I wasn't 
doing any more X-rays, I was done with X-rays, and I was leaving, but they 
wouldn't let me leave. 

So I ripped all the wires off of me and lights were going off and things 
were buzzing and beeping, and I ripped the IV out of my arm and ran out 
of the hospital, bleeding all over the place. They were chasing me down the 
street, but I didn't stop. They were not happy, but it was in my best interest 
to go home and see my personal doctor. 



How is it working with O'Mara? 

Johnny's been a big change to my program for sure. It's been a lot more 
hard work. He's made me realize I haven't been doing enough in the 
past. It's been great though, and I think it's made me mentally tougher, 
too, because Johnny's a really strong-minded person. I push myself 
really hard to keep up with him, and even though I'm a young buck, 
he's pretty tough on the mountain bike, and it's a lot of work keeping 
up with him. I think looking at all the hard work I'm putting into it now 
makes me more confident. 


You had a reputation as kind of a "wild child" early on in your career. 
How has your style changed since you moved into the 450 class? 

I've definitely smoothed out a little, maybe too much. I think I need to be a 
little more aggressive on the bike now. My style has definitely changed, and 
I think I'm a lot smoother now on the bike, but it wouldn't hurt for me to be 
more aggressive during the race. 




Are you living in North Carolina now, near the team? 

Nope, I'm still living in Florida, and it's just a short flight to get there. But the 
team comes down to Florida for most of the testing, which is good for me, 
but I was back and forth quite a bit. 


Speaking of flights, you got your pilot's license a while back. 

Yes, I have a student pilot's license, but I want to get my full license soon. I 
was really getting into it, but you really need to dedicate a lot of time to it 
because it's serious stuff, and I couldn't do that. So that's something I'll dedi- 
cate myself to when I retire from racing. I just enjoy flying. I have a buddy who 
is a pilot, and he flies me up to North Carolina when I need to go up there. 
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WANT MORE? SEE WHAT JUSTIN AND HIS TEAM ARE UP TO AT JGRMX.COM. 
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trials bike with a seat? Your eyes are 
not deceiving you— and neither is 
Beta. Dubbed the Evo 250 Sport, this 
hybrid was designed for low-speed trail 
riding, particularly of the "double black 
diamond" variety. I began testing it in the most civilized 
manner possible (beating the snot out of it at Enduro- 
Cross), and then took it to the trails, the desert, and even 
a round of the Southern California Trials Association series. 


The seat proved to be a great addition for racing 
EnduroCross, as it allowed me to sit off the start, as 
well as in a few corners. The saddle will give your legs 
a rest and help you regain your composure when you 
get into trouble, but don't plan on spending too much 
time there. The reserve tank is also an awesome mod 
for long trail rides, as the low stock fuel capacity is a 
limiting factor of standard trials bikes. We had one 
small durability issue when the "Y" connector linking 


the two tanks broke on a trail ride, but thanks to 
independent petcocks we were able to reroute and use 
the auxiliary tank as the main tank. With the added 
range, we felt much better about venturing away from 
the truck. 

The power on the Evo is expectedly trials-like — 
torquey, responsive, and surprisingly quick in higher 
gears. Second through fourth were our most used 
gears, as we found that first would wind out quickly 
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2015 BETA EVO 250 SPORT 


Story By Chris Denison ■ Photos By Drew Ruiz 


Don't expect big-bike suspension from the Evo 250 Sport; 


this is still a trials bike with the same suspension as the Evo. 

The fork, once through its stroke, will transmit any remaining 
force straight through the handlebar and into your wrists if 


and provided somewhat "lurchy" power in very slow terrain. 
Part of this is due to the knobbies, which perform moderately 
well if you lower the rpm and begin lugging, but they still slip 
(and deflect) more than trials tires, especially if you hammer 
the throttle. I ended up "borrowing" a trials rear wheel off of 
the Beta Evo 250 (they have the same size rear sprocket) for 
the EnduroCross main event. It was a big improvement over 
the knobby, especially in wet sections and when the front 
was coming to an abrupt stop. The knobby just feels different 
when splattering (a traditional trials move) onto rocks, as 
well as when trying to weight the rear end to get it to hook 
up. I'm not a huge fan of the left-side kickstarter, but I do 
appreciate the added hand guards and the fact that the shift 
lever is not unreachably long like on most trials bikes. 


you start riding too hard. The shock 
has a springy feel that works well for 
popping over obstacles and planting 
the rear end precisely where you 
want it. Overall, handling is surpris- 
ingly stable considering how light 
the bike is, though it gets sketchier 
when you get higher than fourth 
gear. Again, you'll spend most of 
the time on the trail in the standing 
position, which— not surprisingly, 
and aside from a little extra area to pinch with your knees— 
feels just like a trials bike. In the end, the Beta Evo 250 
Sport is among a handful of 2015 models that bridge the 
gap between trials machines and standard off-road motor- 
cycles, and it's among my top picks for a bike to race in 
the TrialsCross class at EnduroCross— I'll be the guy sitting 
down and trying to catch his breath! DR 


ITEMS INCLUDED WITH ALL 
EVO SPORT MODELS 


LONG-RANGE FUEL TANK WITH BUILT-IN SEAT 
KNOBBY TIRES 

FRONT FENDER LIFT KIT TO PREVENT MUD FROM PACKING 

UPDATED CLUTCH SETTING FOR MORE AGGRESSIVE ENGAGEMENT 

BETA HAND GUARDS 

ODOMETER MOUNTED ON HANDLEBAR 

LARGER COUNTERSHAFT SPROCKET FOR CASUAL TRAIL RIDING 

SPECIAL GRAPHICS 


BETAUSA.COM 


2015 BETA EVO 250 

SPORT 

MSRP: 

$8099 

SEAT HEIGHT: 

31.0 IN. 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 

11.5 IN. 

FUEL CAPACITY: 

2.0 GAL. TOTAL 

(1.3 AUXILIARY, 0.7 MAIN) 

WEIGHT (BOTH TANKS FULL): 

175 LB. 





Trials genes mixed with smart mods 
make for a great race platform. 
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A SHEEP IN 2015 SUZUKI DR200S 

WOLF S CLOTHING 

Story By Sean Klinger ■ Photos By Chris Denison 



Sometimes the word "new" can really mean "revised," and that is what is going 
on with the 2015 Suzuki DR200S. Technically it is a brand "new," 2015 model, yet 
it is replacing the DR200SE that has been around for decades. The only real differ- 
ence is cosmetic, but here at Dirt Rider, we are all-inclusive and when there is an 
opportunity to ride a bike— old, new, revised, or otherwise— we're on it! 


The overall look of the Zook is "modern trail machine," but the parts gracing 


most of the bike say "retro playbike." Again, this is basically a DR200SE that 


went under the knife for some plastic surgery. The 199cc, air-cooled, OHC engine 
is nestled into a steel frame with a traditional (non-inverted) fork up front and 
a linkaged shock out back. To round out the low-tech package is the drum rear 
brake, the non-removable passenger pegs, and the analog speedo and odometer. 

As for the performance, we are going to be blunt: There isn't much in the engine 
or suspension departments. To say the motor is cold blooded and conservatively 
tuned would be an understatement. In fact, we were so scared that we wouldn't 
be able to keep up with traffic that we didn't ride it on the freeway, even though 
it is highway legal. The fastest we got it to was 70 mph, with a tailwind and going 
slightly downhill. Although the power is way this side of mild, it builds smoothly 
and consistently, and the DR200S gets maximum traction in all situations. 

We don't think anyone would notice if a coffee stirrer replaced the exhaust; 
it feels that constricted. On the plus side, it is so quiet that you could have a 
normal-volume conversation over the exhaust note at any rpm. The suspension 
falls in line with the mellow power; it is very soft and will complain about any real 


off-road riding, but it is very comfortable at low speeds. It turns and handles like 
the heavy bike it is, but as long as you aren't trying to rail a rut, the low center of 
gravity helps the bike change direction without too much effort. 

With all that being said, there are still some cool things about this Suzuki. The 
low seat height is great for shorter or newer riders, the soft power won't get 
newbies into trouble, the gas mileage is pretty amazing, and, as long as you 
stay in first gear, you can get through some rocky creek beds or up moderate 
hills. Cruising on the street, the ride is super smooth and vibration free. Plus, 
the mildly tuned powerplant will last forever. This is no high-performance 
machine, which means that maintenance is pretty much just oil changes and 
checking tire pressure. 

The DR200S is part of a subgroup of bikes that are sort of like Jeeps, and like 
Jeeps they can't go too fast over rough terrain, 
don't feel at home at highway speeds, and are 
not designed for recreation alone. But the DR-S 
is designed to get you places off the beaten 
track legally, safely, comfortably, economically, 
and with energy to spare. Don't count this bike 
out as an around-towner, campground steed, 

RV hitch carrier bike, or as a ride for your wife/ 
new rider; they'd probably have way more fun 
on this than a 450cc racer. EV9 


2015 SUZUKI DR200S 


MSRP: $4499 

SEAT HEIGHT: 33.0 IN. 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 10.0 IN. 

FUEL CAPACITY: 3.3 GAL. 

WEIGHT (TANK FULL): 276 LB. 

SUZUKICYCLES.COM 

WANT MORE? 


TO SEE THE PERFECT EVENT FOR THIS BIKE CHECK OUT 
DIRTRIDER.COM/ROCKIESADVRALLY. 
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All-rounded better 

The new, rounder design boosts airflow. So do the minimized 
seams made possible by a revolutionary micro-gluing process: 

Shorter seams = more foam = more flow. 

Innovations like these - perfected with the help of KTM, Honda and 




TWINAIRUSA.COM 800.749.289 0 


PRO CIRCUIT 

TI-6 PRO TITANIUM FULL SYSTEM 

FOR 2015 YAMAHA YZ450F $1,064.95 



Pro Circuit's latest top-tier exhaust offering is the Ti-6 Pro Titanium. We decided 
to try it on our 2015 Yamaha YZ450F (that has already seen a few other exhaust 
tests) to see how it compares to the stock pipe. 

Weighing in at 7 pounds 11 ounces, the Pro Circuit Ti-6 is exactly 1 pound 
lighter than the stock YZ450F system. Bolting on the exhaust is easy and it takes 
less than 10 minutes to install. On the track, the Pro Circuit exhaust smooths out 
the abrupt throttle response that sometimes gets to be too much when riding 
longer motos on the Yamaha. 

We received the Ti-6 system with a spark arrester insert (which comes in every 


muffler). Since we were riding the YZ450F only on the track, we removed the 


insert with spark arrester screen attached and found out that when we did, the 

YZ450F had a lazy (less exciting) feeling during roll on out of corners. 

The large. 


almost too big, muffler outlet gave it more top-end pull but killed the low-end, 
which was something we didn't like. To try something different, we cut the 
spark arrester screen out of the insert and reinstalled it into the muffler. 


This gave the Yamaha some added life back into the bottom-end but not so 
much that we felt like it was uncontrollable out of corners (like the stock sys- 
tem). It is smoother than other aftermarket muffler systems we have tried, but 
the Ti-6 really makes the Yamaha easy to ride in really tight and/or hard-packed 
conditions. Midrange was lengthened over stock, and where the Pro Circuit 


muffler provides more performance is in the upper mid to top-end. We almost 
wanted to go down a tooth to a 47-tooth rear sprocket with the stock muffler 
to let us use second gear more out of corners, but with the Pro Circuit muffler, 
second and third gears are more usable and pull further. On a completely non- 
performance side note, the color of the Pro Circuit titanium (once hot) is one of 
the most beautiful of any muffler out there. 

The life of the system is superb and holds up well to tons of abuse. We 


put almost 20 hours on the Pro Circuit Ti-6 muffler system before we had 
to repack the can. Repacking is not that easy, due to the fact you have to 
drill the rivets out (versus having bolts to separate the can from the core) 


to take the can apart. At more than a thousand dollars for an exhaust 
system, I would like to see easier access 
to the muffler packing. Overall, the Pro 
Circuit Ti-6 muffler system is a great 
bolt-on performance piece for your 2015 
YZ450F, and the durability of the system 
is excellent. Just make sure you have 
the tools handy to achieve the ideal 
performance setup and to maintain the 
durability. —Kris Keefer 


RATED 

84 

INSTALLATION 

18/20 

PERFORMANCE 

45/50 

DURABILITY 

8/10 

DESIGN 

7/10 

PRICE 

6/10 

PROCIRCUIT.COM 


(951)738-8050 
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K T M 

SKID PLATE WITH QUICK FASTENER 

$109.99 



Why KTM off-road bikes don't come standard with skid plates is an enigma, especially since the Husqvarnas do. 
Unless you just like to destroy perfectly good things, don't go riding any dirt bike off-road without a skid plate. 
Murphy's Law says you will find something to smash the frame on. KTM Powerparts sells a lightweight injection- 
molded plastic skid plate for the 500 EXC (as well as other KTM models). It is an excellent option to cover those 
precious frame rails and engine cases. All the necessary hardware is included, and it mounts up initially in less 
than 15 minutes. Then, after the front bracket is in place, it only takes a few seconds to remove and reinstall the 
skid plate thanks to the quick fastener. 

Protection is great and durability is decent, but if you really smash into rocks frequently, eventually the plastic 
gouges away and wears down. An added bonus is that plastic glides easier over logs and rocks when compared 
to aluminum. Plastic skid plates, especially this KTM Powerparts unit, don't affect handling like a hard-mounted 
aluminum skid plate can; it simply hooks over the back cradle crossmember. Dirt bike frames are designed to flex, 
so bolting a large, stiff aluminum skid plate across multiple points on the frame cradle can adversely affect the 


designed flex characteristics, often drastically changing the way a bike handles and usually not in a good way. 
Many have a love/hate relationship with this plate's quick fastener. It is brilliant when you want to drop the 

skid plate quickly, but it will also decide to come loose and drop the skid plate at the worst moment when out 


on the trail. More than once I've ridden home with this skid plate strapped to my backpack when the fastener 


came loose. One fix to help avoid the headache is to drill a hole next to the 
fastener and run a zip-tie through the hole as a backup (it is easy to remove 
without tools if needed). Another precaution is to run a zip-tie through 
the fastener loop in case it does come loose so you don't lose the fastener 
on the trail. The end-all fix is to use a threaded clip and a bolt, turning the 
skid plate into a one-bolt mounting system, eliminating the super-quick 
removal feature because, in the end, riding without a skid plate is just beg- 
ging to smash up your bike. —Adam Booth 


RATED 

88 

INSTALLATION 

19/20 

PERFORMANCE 

46/50 

DURABILITY 

7/10 

DESIGN 

8/10 

PRICE 

8/10 

SHOP.KTM.COM 




YEARS 

ColorRite 

Since 1988 


(blorl^jte 


SOi CEU68 


OEM-Matched paint 
available in Pen, 
Jar/ Brush & Aerosol 
for touch-up projects. 
Half-Pint, Pint & Quarts 
for larger areas. 


Paint available for most 
Japanese , American and 
European makes/models. 


www.ColorRite.com 

1 - 800 - 358-1882 






M S R 

XPLORER ASCENT GEAR 

$69.95 JERSEY, $159.95 PANT 


Staying strong to its off-road roots, MSR's Xplorer 
gear is the brand's premier apparel lineup for 
those who choose to venture beyond the MX 
track. Coming in two main styles— Summit, 
which is heavier duty and premium priced, and 
Ascent, a more lightweight, affordable option— 
both designs feature strategic venting and top 
seam stitching in the jerseys, with heat-resistant 
knee panels and zippered cargo pockets on the 
pants. I tested the Ascent gear over the course of 
several months and came away impressed both 
with how it held up and how it performed. 

Starting with the Ascent jersey, sizing was spot 
on— perhaps on the billowy side in the body but 
perfect for riders like me who occasionally run 
chest protectors underneath. I'm a huge fan of 
the comfortable collar, as well as the lycra micro- 
cuffs, which are snug enough to keep debris out 
but stretch enough to be pushed up to just below 
the elbow, something that I commonly do when 
there aren't a lot of trees around purely because 
I like the feel. MSR's placement of the Hyper-flo 
mesh panels was also well thought out; cool air 
flies in on the front/slightly inside of the bicep, 
but the outer arm area— which most of us use 



for trimming branches during enduros— is of a 
tougher, non-vented material. Surprisingly, there 
are no tears on this jersey despite numerous 
trail rides in tight, sleeve-cutting sections. I'm 
impressed by the jersey's overall durability. If 
I could, I would make just one change: I'd add 
some sticky panels to the tail of the jersey that, 
although longer than the front, seemed to come 
untucked easily. 

Performance-wise, the Ascent pant also has some 
cool features. The zippered pockets are deep and 
tough, being that they aren't just made of the 
inner mesh liner; I routinely kept a cell phone and 
GoPro wireless remote in them, both of which 
were easily accessed when needed. Fit is true to 
size, with plenty of room for braces and pads. MSR 
has wisely included exhaust vents on the back of 
the thighs that, in my opinion, aid movement as 
much as cooling. Along with the stretch panels, 
these ensure that the pant never binds up, and I wore it on the 
motocross track many times with no complaints. One thing I'm 
not a fan of is the Velcro side adjusters on the waist; these are 
located precisely where I wear my tool pack, and the plastic 
digging into my hips was a minor nuisance. 

The Ascent pant went through all the same paces as the jersey 
and came out looking slightly worse, mainly due to various 
exhaust headers. You can tell I wore this pant while trail riding 
a Yamaha WR250F because the left leg is burned (due to the 
wraparound header, something you don't see too often). A 


series of solid melts was all it took to burn straight through the 
outer layer and the mesh liner. Aside from this, the only durabil- 
ity issue is some pilling on the butt (likely due to abrasion from a 
gripper seat) and early signs of fading from multiple washes. 

All things considered, I think MSR did a great job with this 
gear, and even after testing was completed I found myself 
reaching for the Ascent gear when packing for all-day trail 
rides. Again, I put a ton of time on this gear, and the fact that 
it has held up as well as it has (minus the pipe burns) proves 
it is worthy of the MSR logo. —Chris Denison 


RATED 

STYLE 

COMFORT 

FUNCTION 

WASH/CARE 

PRICE 

MSRRACING.COM 

( 951 ) 340-3301 


93 

19/20 

9/10 

48/50 

8/10 

9/10 
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Oil of Switzerland 


Alpinestars' new Tech 8 RS replaces the Tech 8 Light boot and incorporates many new features and materials. 
The new arrival from Alpinestars utilizes a full inner bootie (instead of the older half bootie), a new aluminum 
buckle system, and comes in three colorways (white, black, and yellow/black). 

Once slipping into the Alpinestars Tech 8 RS boot I immediately noticed the sizing is spot on; I wear a 10.5 
shoe and usually wear a size 11 motocross boot, and with the Tech 8 Lights I had to wear a size smaller (size 
10). With the new buckle system you can leave your rubber mallet inside your toolbox because you can actually 
close the buckles with your hands (unlike the older-style buckle system). I would like to have a softer footbed, 
especially for longer days on the bike, because the standard material is a little hard on my heels when landing 
off larger jumps (I swapped them out with gel inserts). Break-in time is quicker than a Tech 10, as I could find 
my shifter and brake pedal within the first 30 to 40 minutes of riding time. The Tech 8 RS feels light (the Tech 8 
RS weighs in at 4.6 pounds per boot), which made for less fatigue in my legs. 

I am also a fan of the full bootie versus the half-bootie system, especially for ankle support. My ankles felt 


better protected while riding (with maintaining enough movement inside the boot), and they weren't as sore 


hen the day was done. You will have to be conscious of the kickstarter protector on the right boot; I caught it 


on the footpeg while starting a bike, and it ended up pulling out the hardware that it screws into. Replacing it 
is as easy as buying a new one, but to me the protector is overkill. 

The life of the Tech 8 RS is great. Both soles have lasted for more than 40 hours of abuse, and the firm- 
ness and newer feel of the boot while riding still feels intact. The buckles 
and Velcro closures still work flawlessly, and the boot cleans up well 
without discoloring. 

This might be one of my favorite Alpinestars boots to date. It feels a little 
lighter than the Tech 10, and once I slipped a more comfortable (more 
cushioned) footbed inside, it put a smile on my face. At $499.95 I think this 
boot outperformed its price tag. If you're looking for a comfortable, bootie- 
type, off-road boot, the Alpinestars Tech 8 RS could be a part of your riding 
protection for a long time to come. —Kris Keefer 


RATING 

STYLE 

COMFORT 

FUNCTION 

WASH/CARE 

PRICE 

ALPINESTARS.COM 

(800)409-0903 


90 

18/20 

7/10 

48/50 

9/10 

8/10 


CROSS POWER 2T 

> Fully synthetic off-road 
2-stroke oil 

> Maximum engine 
performance 

> Unsurpassed combustion 
cleanliness 

> Optimum wear protection 


motorexusa.com 





each plastic protector. There are tension straps between the elbow and shoulder pieces as well as between the 


shoulder, back, and front pieces. It takes just a few minutes to get these all adjusted to your body shape, and 
after the initial adjustment, they stay in place. I have sort of narrow shoulders, and I've tried on a different "full 
protector" that didn't have these straps and its shoulder pads were nearly on my biceps. 

To get the rig on and off, there is one zipper on the left side of the chest, and the shoulder/chest tension strap 
has a quick-release connector. I've never liked to wear a kidney belt, and after trying this setup. I'm still not sold 
on them. The Impact Rig's kidney belt worked fine, and I could get a really good cinch on it, but I just never quite 
got comfortable with it. Also, the back protector is pretty long, and I had a hard time figuring out if I wanted to 
tuck it into my pants or not, since it was right at the top edge. When I did pull my pants over the kidney belt and 
back protector, eventually my pants would slide down and my shirt would come untucked. 

Now, as a rider who runs hot most of the time, I'm always concerned about ventilation, especially when cov- 
ered with this much material, yet I was very pleasantly surprised with how comfortable I was while wearing the 
Impact Rig. The chassis is super thin, and even the pads have vent holes; I never felt like I was any hotter than I'd 
have been if wearing a standard chest protector. What is also cool (pun intended) is that the back protector and 
the kidney belt are removable. This is how I ran the rig most of the time since I wasn't into the belt, and I wear 
a backpack when I ride off-road (the burly back protector plus a backpack was too much of a distraction). As for 
the shoulder and arm protectors, I really didn't notice them at all while riding. They form to my body well, stay in 
place, and don't affect the way I normally ride. 

After months of use there are some scratches here and there (proof that it is doing its job), and the zippers 
and straps are still looking and working great. There has also been a more 
metaphysical benefit to wearing this full protector that I think a lot of riders 
are overlooking by trying to "be cool" and not wear that much protection: 

The more protection I wear, the more comfortable I am taking on gnarlier 
terrain. Sure, I still might not make that hill, I might get flung into that tree, 
or I might fly over the bar into a pile of rocks, but I notice that I am much 
more willing to try those parts of the trail while wearing the Impact Rig. It 
doesn't make me a better rider, but it saves me some damage when my 
enthusiasm outweighs my skill. —Sean Klinger 
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WASH/CARE 

9/10 

PRICE 
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THORMX.COM 


(858)748-0040 



Riders are all over the map when it comes to the level of protective gear they choose to wear. Some just run 
a jersey while others suit up like they are planning to jump out of a moving truck. The Impact Rig SE is along 
the lines of the latter, and, being a rider who normally just wears a chest protector over my jersey, I wanted to 
see what this full-coverage system was all about. The Impact Rig has rigid chest, shoulder, elbow, and forearm 
protectors with an articulated, neck-to-tailbone back protector. There is also a kidney belt, and the whole thing is 
held together by a micro-mesh chassis 

I wore an L/XL size (I wear an XL jersey), and the fit was great. I really like the adjustability of the positions of 


There is nothing like a Kershaw. From award- 
winning technology and advanced materials 
to the solid sound of the blade lockup, when 
you’re carrying a Kershaw, you know you’re 
carrying the real thing: 


Precision, reliability, and plenty of bang for 
your hard-earned buck. 


What are YOU carrying? 

kershaw 
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SHUFFLE II - BLACK 

8700TBLKBW 
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FREE 3-DAY 
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30 Day Price Match Guarantee • Large Selection In Stock • No Sales Tax • Hassle-Free Returns 

(except UT and VA) 
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PANT/JERSEY combo Retail:$1 35.00 


ATOM lite 




PANT/JERSEY combo Retail:$145.00 
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TIRES 


Stmuecsnne ^numor 


1 25/250 F ^au/*taur starting At Starting At Starting At Starting At Starting At Starting At Starting At Starting At 

*89" *94" *144" *155" *144" *149" *159" *164" *154" *159" 


125/250F 
250/450F Starting At 


250/450F 

Starting At 


1 25/250 F 250/450F 

Starting At Starting At 


125/250F 250/450F 125/250F 250/450F 

Starting At Starting At Starting At Starting At 


^ ij 





Complete Plastic Kits 

Mix-N-Match Plastic Kits 

Front or Rear Fender 

1 Side Panels (pair) 

Radiator Shrouds (pair) . . 
1 Fork Covers 

... *115" Wr 

: -J5 

From *36" 

0 SOC99 C° m P lete C0l0r 
From 5 26" selection online 

Bolt Kits $ 1 R 99 

Starting at lU 

1 N . , 'ri/l 

Glide Plate 
Radiator Braces Retail $79 99 

$39".$89" $7499 


JAVE15% 


Shift a Brake 
Pedal Combo 

I $ 114" 


/Z.//V£ 


Steel Dirt 
Bike Stand 

Retail $55.99 . 


$4499 


EvoBars 

1-1/8” oversized 

I Retail $89.99 .... 


CALI FOR 
PRICING 


V1MDX 

Brake lever or 
Clutch lever 


Starting At 

*85°° 


Aluminum Dirt 
Bike Stand $c ^gg 

Retail $68.99 U 1 ! 


Powertye Tiedowns 

Carabiner (pair). . $ 23" 

Latch (pair) $ 22" 

Hook (pair) $ 19" 


, Includes everything 
VERTEX you need to replace ! 

2-Stroke 

Starting at 

4-Stroke $10099 - / 

Starting at ^IZIl 83 _J> 


your top end. 

*89" 




mlm* 


Complete Top & 
Bottom End Kit 

Most 

*279"-*670" 


Call for applications 


Clutch Kits 

Kit includes friction plates, 
steel drive plate and springs. 
Available with cork based or 
paper based friction plates. 


n n* 

Most 

$49" $84" 


ft§F^K L ™ 

EXP 3.0 ClUtCh 30 pIrformance 

|^|| DAY GUARANTEE 


EXP3.0KTM s 499 00 - s 599 00 

exp 3.0 s 399 0# 

Core EXP 3.0 s 899 0# 


& SPROCKET COMBOS 


turner 


Sprockets & Chains 


Most 

Air Filter $ 27" 


Retail ; Turner steel front sprocket 
$93.35 i Turner steel rear sprocket 
$OQggi DID 520 Standard chain 

Chain Upgrades available 


Retail 

$176.85 

CALL FDR 
PRICING 


Renthal front sprocket 
Renthal aluminum 
rear sprocket 
R1 520 Gold chain 


Retail 

$190.97 

*149" 




Pro-Oiled 
Dual Stage ^ C qq 
Air Filter 5 1o" 




PERFORMANCE FILTERS 


Oil 

Filter q Cqq 

Starting At d O S3 


Sunstar front sprocket 
Sunstar rear sprocket 
Sunstar MXR1 Works 
MX Racing chain 


»i uotn Fork Bushing & Seal Kit. 
forties^ Wheel Bearing Kit Starting at $7" 


Chain Upgrades available 


Chain Upgrades available 


1 , 


S 7499 
.at $7" 

lifetime guarantee linkage/Shock Bearing Kit !o2qq '«§!!!! 

Swingarm Bearing Kit *29" - *69" 

Shock Bearing Kit s 15 99 - s 79" 

Steering Stem Bearing Kit $9" - $49" 


FIND IT ALL ONLINE AT 

MOTOSPORT.COM 


CAL1 1-888-676-8853 

M RO WM M-F 7-7 • Sat 7-4 (pt) 


*Orders over $99 within the lower 48 - $8 flat fee shipping on 
orders under $99. Prices subject to change. Ground shipping 
only on chemicals & some extremely oversized items. 
DPB201505 






BIKEMASTER 

1/4-INCH T-HANDLE WRENCH 

WITH SOCKETS Ef SWIVEL $28.95 



The T-handle is a standard tool for working on dirt bikes, and the BikeMaster T-handle 
is a compact set designed for your toolbox or trail pack. The handle has l/4-inch drives 
on all three ends and comes with an 8, 10, 12, 13, 14mm, and a swivel driver. The black 
finish looks pretty good and makes it easy to read which socket is which. 

I liked the idea of having all the tools connected, but it was just an idea. The pieces 
that hold the sockets on the main piece of metal just slide off and the whole thing 
comes apart. The second mark against this set is that the sockets don't fit on the 


T-handle very solidly; they wiggle and aren't secure. They do, however, fit fine on my 
1/4-inch drive wrench and other T-handles. The swivel is a nice touch, but I haven't had 
any need for it yet. 

For the price, I would expect better craftsmanship and for the thing to hold together 
as intended. That being said, since the T-handle is short, it fits nicely into a backpack or 
tool bag. Plus, you can put the 8, 10, and 12mm sockets on the ends and leave the rest at 
home, since those are the most used sizes. —Sean Klinger 



RATED 81 

FUNCTION 40/50 

PORTABLE 9/10 

DURABILITY 19/20 

DESIGN 7/10 

PRICE 6/10 


BIKEMASTER.COM 

(877)848-1320 



COMPLETE CHAIN & 
SPROCKET KITS 


Everything You Need in One Kit 

• Q/A kits are geared to increase overall 
acceleration performance. 

• Kits come with complete with RK Chain, 
front and rear sprocket. 

• Choose from a premium RK steel or Vortex 
aluminum rear sprocket 

• Buying a complete kit saves you money! 



NEWl 


tQRCVOlFVHA 


namRCYGLpcH: 
UtffSFffOfiKF rJL 


TOM 


www.RKExcelAmerica.com 
Tel: 760.732.3161 


DilT 





WP 4C5 FORK REBUILD 


Story By Scot Gustafson ■ Photos By Adam Booth 

Most coil-spring forks use either a closed- or open- 
cartridge design. The closed-cartridge designs are 
regarded as higher-performing units because the 
damping components are contained in a sealed 
cartridge that prevents air and oil from mixing. Open- 
cartridge forks are a more basic design that are easy to 
work on and offer lighter weight. 

The 4CS (Four Chamber System) is WP's latest closed- 
cartridge fork, and it utilizes design benefits of both 
closed and open cartridges to create a high-tech fork 
that is easy to work on. First introduced in 2013 on 
Flusaberg motorcycles, the 4CS became OEM equipment 
on Flusqvarna and many KTM models in 2014 and 2015. 
The fork features a compression adjuster on top of the 
left fork leg and rebound adjuster on top of the right 
fork leg to make it easy for the rider to tune without 
getting off the bike or needing tools. Despite the fact 
that one fork leg has a compression adjuster and one 
has a rebound adjuster, internal valving is the same in 
both fork legs. Fork springs can also be changed easily 
without completely disassembling the fork (like an 
open-cartridge system); and the 4CS is lighter than the 
closed-cartridge bladder fork it replaces. 



OUTER TUBE CHAMBER 





REBOUND ADJUSTER: 

The red knob on the top of the right fork 
leg adjusts the rebound damping in the 
fork. Remember the three Rs: Right, 

Red, Rebound. 

FORK CAP: 

Has a built-in Delrin bushing so the fork 
spring can spin freely and not get bound 
up under repeated loads. 

COMPRESSION ADJUSTER: 

(NOT SHOWN) 

The white knob on top of the left fork 
leg adjusts the compression damping in 
the fork. 

MID VALVE: 

Holds the fork's rebound valving shims 
and another set of compression valving 
shims to provide damping. 

CARTRIDGE SEAL HEAD O-RING: - 

Seals oil between the upper and lower 
chambers. 

FORK SEALS: 

Special WP design made by SKF to provide 
low resistance and great durability. 

DAMPER ROD: 

Has a built-in Pressure Relief Groove (PRG) 
to bleed off excess air or oil that builds up 
in the damping cartridge. 



' CHECK VALVE 

^ RESERVOIR CHAMBER 



CARTRIDGE CHAMBER 



INNER CHAMBER 


HYDROSTOP: 

The hydraulic bottoming cone for the fork. 
Depending on the model or year, uses 
valving shims or bleed holes to adjust 
the amount of bottoming resistance in 
the fork. 

BASE VALVE: 

Contains the valving shims that provide 
compression damping. 

FORK LUG: 

Changed from 35mm of offset in previous 
model forks to 33mm to put more weight 
on the front wheel for better front-wheel 
traction in corners. 



902 HYDROSTOP 
NEEDLE: 

Provides hydraulic bot- 
toming resistance. The 
rebound needle is red, 
and the compression 
needle is silver. 

BYPASS VALVE: 

Inside the Hydrostop 
Needle is a small 
removable valve (also a 
needle) that points up 
on the rebound side and 
down on the compres- 
sion side. These small 
valves are controlled by 
the external adjusters 
on the fork caps; they 
vary the oil bypass in 
the mid valves. These 
small valves are the only 
difference between the 
two fork legs. 


HYDROSTOP 




4-cycle Oil 


JASO 








DISASSEMBLY 

The oil change procedure on 
the 4CS fork differs from other 
closed-cartridge forks because 
the damping cartridge is on the 
bottom and the spring is on 
the top. 

Record your current compression 
and rebound settings then turn your 
adjusters to full soft to aid in the bleed- 
ing process later. 

1. Remove the top cap of the fork using 
the special fork cap socket tool (KTM 
part #T14047 or Motion Pro part #08- 
0573). When removing the cap, hold the 
fork securely in a vise with aluminum 
jaws or in your bike's triple clamp. 

2. With a thin 19mm open-end wrench, 
hold the cartridge rod locknut and 
loosen the top cap with the fork cap tool. 

3. Remove the fork spring and adjuster 
rod from inside the damper rod. Drain 
the fork oil into a suitable container. 

4. Support the fork lug in a vise and 
loosen the base valve with a 17mm hex 
tool. You can also install your front axle 
in the lug to use as leverage if you don't 
have a suitable vice. 

5. Remove the base valve and drain the 
oil from the bottom of the fork into a 
suitable container. 

6. Insert a cartridge bushing tool (KTM 
part #T14051) and push the cartridge 
out the top of the fork. 

7. Remove the cartridge and drain any 
remaining oil out of the fork by letting it 
sit upside down. 


Fork-seal removal and 
installation is the same as with 
other forks. Apply a reasonable 
amount of heat to the outer fork 
tube to help separate the upper 
and lower fork tubes without 
damaging the bushings. 

Replace bushings if they show 
any signs of wear. Inspect the 
lower fork tubes for scratches 
and buff them with fine 
emery cloth (or carefully with a 
whetting/sharpening stone) to 
remove any sharp edges that 
could cause seal failure. 


84 I DIRTRIDER.COM 




Designed, dyno-proven and made in the USA, Hot Cams performance 
camshafts are one of the most economical, reliable and easy to install 
ways to add a 5-10 percent power gain to an engine. 


Innovation. Design. Development. 


f ~~N 


HmCAA/G 


V UNLEASH THE POWER WITHIN M J 


Hot Cams Products, Inc. • hotcamsinc.com * {51 5) 402-8005 2751 * 2751 Rarkside Circle, Urbandale, IA 50322 





ASSEMBLY 

8. Apply grease to the blue cartridge head 
0-ring, and install the cartridge into the top of 
the fork. Press the cartridge into the fork using 
the cartridge bushing tool. The blue O-ring will 
seal the cartridge into the fork tubes. Check the 
bottom of the fork to be sure the cartridge has 
been properly seated. 

9. Mount the fork upside down in a vise. Slowly 
pour oil into the cartridge. Move the damper rod 
up and down to help bleed the cartridge. When 
the cartridge is full, oil will fill the inner tube 
chamber through the large holes at the end of 
the cartridge. Fill the fork until the oil is to the 
threads at the bottom of the fork. The lower 
portion of the fork takes just over 500cc to fill. 
Grease the threads on the base valve and tighten 
with a 17mm hex tool. Excess oil will overflow 
out of the fork when the base valve is installed. 
The base valve will be torqued to spec later, after 
the spring is installed in the fork to prevent the 
cartridge from spinning. 

10. The top of the fork will use between 150 and 
200cc of oil. Slowly fill the top of the fork with oil. 

11. Bleed the fork by moving the damper rod up 
and down and side to side. When the fork is bled, 
the damper rod will move smoothly upward on 
its own. 

12. Measure/set the fork oil height from the top 
of the fork with the fork’s tubes fully collapsed. 
With oil only in the inner fork tube the standard 
oil height will vary from 65 to 90mm (depending 
on the model; check your manual). There will be 
an approximately 30mm difference in the oil level 
if oil has bypassed into the space between the 
inner and outer fork tubes. You can remove oil 
from this space by fully extending the fork tubes 
a few times so it will bleed through the holes at 
the top of the lower fork tube. 

13. Before installing the fork spring, measure 
the length of the fork spring with the preload 
spacers. This measurement is absolutely critical 
and should be checked and adjusted, especially 
if you are installing aftermarket springs. Spring 
preload can alter the ride height of the bike as 
much as 5mm for every 1mm deviation in spring 
length. The stock adjusted spring length is 
480mm. Forks generally come from the factory 
with the preload spacers at the bottom of the 
spring, but they can be placed at either end. 

14. Install the top cap and tighten with the 
fork cap tool and 19mm spanner to 18 N/m 
(13.3 foot-pounds) then tighten the fork cap to 
outer fork tube. 

15. Torque the base valve to 40 N/m 
(29.5 pound-feet). Reset your compression 
and rebound clickers. D? 
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SUPPORT SOURCES 
WP RECOMMENDS THESE 
AUTHORIZED CENTERS FOR 4CS 
SUPPORT AND SPARE PARTS: 

RACE TECH 

RACETECH.COM 

(951)279-6655 

FACTORY CONNECTION 

FACTORYCONNECTION.COM 

(800)221-7560 

PG SUSPENSION 

PGSUSPENSION.COM 

(336)903-0363 

POWERBAND 

SUSPENSION 

POWERBANDRACING.COM 

(763)241-2149 

SUSPENSION 
DIRECT (SOI) 

SUSPENSIONDIRECT.COM 

(714)464-2050 

SUPERPLUSH 

SUSPENSION 

SUPERPLUSHSUSPENSION.COM 

(415)513-1262 

WANT MORE? 

FOR A DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE SEAL 
REPLACEMENT PROCEDURE (USING A DIFFERENT 
FORK BUT THE PROCEDURE IS THE SAME) CHECK 
OUTDIRTRIDER.COM/FORKSEALS. 





Ride everything from trails to tarmac? These events are for you. Join 
Cycle World, Motorcyclist, and Dirt Rider magazines along with special 
industry guests for two unforgettable events. Days are spent chasing 
self-navigated checkpoints, and nights are filled with stories from the trail. 


www.cycleworld.com/adventurerally 


Event Sponsors: 


W 


BRAKES 


THE TOWHTOSropiW 


doubletake 

MlRROR.COM 


v 


CYCLE 


MOTOR 

CYCLIST 


Learn More At 


EPIC SPOTS > tuiN 


Ride the Rockies 


Ride the Sierras 

SEPTEMBER E4-S7, LAKESHORE, CALIFORNIA 




HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 




LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club 
membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool 
storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61 71 2/62366/67138), 
Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on 
prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


Illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


SUPER COUPON 


I 
I 
I 

WITH ANY PURCHASE ■ 
PITTSBURGH 1 
1" X 25 FT. I 
TAPE I 
MEASURE I 

ITEM 69080 . 
69030/69031 ■ 




LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our ■ 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping I 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. I 



I 


MOTORCYCLE STAND/ 
WHEEL CHOCK 

PITTSBURGH ESMB 

LOT NO. 

SAVE 61670 


48% 


$ 45 ", 


Item 97841 
shown 


REG. 

PRICE 

$89.99 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

' "c'entralpne'umatic 
3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 95275 
60637/69486/61615 


$3099 


REG. 

PRICE 

$79.99 


Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
* * ' 1 mted. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


37394663 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented Val d through 7/17/15 Limit one coupon per custorr^j- per, ' 



900 PEAK/1 
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE' 

2 GAS RECREATIONAL 


37424274 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

PITTSBURGH MB! lotno 



3-1/2 Pumps Lifts Most Vehicles 
Weighs 27 lbs. 


69252/60569 

62160/62496 


RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

$ 59 " s m 

REG - PR .'f? E i^ 9 t REG. PRICE $119.99 V® 


llllbni 1 

a GENERATOR 

S LOT NO. 66619 ' 

69381/60338/62472 



3743&GGO 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original co upon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

i 8 "piece" sae andme'tric 

T-HANDLE BALL END 
HEX KEY SET 

PITTSBURGH 

LOT NO. 96645/62476 

Item 96645 shown 



SAVE 

40% 


$1199 


REG. 

PRICE 

$19.99 


3T3D1 GOO 

I LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount I 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last, i 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


3 74-0 1 S3- £3 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 







r HiMB 1195 IB. CAPAClW j 

lot NO. 90154/62170 



9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION 
WRENCH SETS 



i I 


SAVE 

60% 


SAE 

LOT NO. 42304/69043 

METRIC 

LOT NO. 42305/69044 

PITTSBURGH 


*coooo ©0 0 


Item 42304 
shown 


REG. 
PRICE 
$14.99 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


374 1 72 


YOUR CHOICE! 

$099 



1500 LB. CAPACITY 
LIGHTWEIGHT ALUMINUM 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

PITTSBURGH ESSSSS 


LOT NO. 60636 
94715/62280 


$15099 

REG. PRICE $249.99 


37447 502 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


US*GENERALB 
30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 


*WINNER* 

Best Mechanic’s 
Tool Cart 

Truckin’ Magazine 


$ 164 e ! 


REG. 

PRICE 

$349.99 


37494007 REG. PRICE $3.99 

| LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
• or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



374MB99 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable Original coupon must be presented Val d through 7/17/15 Limit one coupon perojstpg^yrsLHj: 



LOT NO. 
95272 
69397 
61427 


7041b. 

Capacity 


37455037 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


3500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 
AUTOMATIC BRAKE 


LOT NO. 68145 
61257/61383/61604 


$129" IBADLANDIl^H 



No Gas 
Required 



400 LB. CAPACITY 
RECEIVER-MOUNT 
MOTORCYCLE CARRIER 


REG. PRICE 
$199.99 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transterable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/1 7/1 5 Limit one coupon per customarjej^day. 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. . 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 


(HHIWELDING 

90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 


10 PIECE BEARING RACE' 
AND SEAL DRIVER SET! 

US*GENERAL: 


LOT NO. Allir - 

95853 SAVE 


199", 



Item LOT MO. 
68887 68887 

shown 61849 




DCP PPIPP <HQ QQ 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiii 

37441361 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last, 
i-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

350 LB.CAPACifY MOTOCROSS i 
DIRT BIKE STAND ! 


11 11 linn 1111 [ ill 11 111 


3 1 



40% 

$29" i 

REG. PRICE $49.99 1 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount I 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

f** 1 ' 12 " SLIDING COMPOUND j 

jBt? "MMSUB 

LOT NO. 69684/61776 J 


Item 69684 
shown 


LOT NO 69684/61776' 
61969/61970 J 

CHICAGOBELECTRIC 


e*»r' 


RE&emeE 


37471 407 REG. PRICE $99.99 

| LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
1 or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



MOTORCYCLE WHEEL 
BALANCING STAND 

PITTSBURGH EBBSEB 

LOT NO. 98488 


SAVE 

28% 

$35" 


REG. PRICE $49.99 

| LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
■ or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


37451 3^2 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. | 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

HEAVY DUTY RETRACTABLE ! 
AIR HOSE REEL WITH 
3/8" x 25 FT. HOSE 

LOT NO. 69234/46104/69266) 

CENTRAL 

PNEUMATIC 

REG. 
PRICE 
$99.99 


37461 7S2 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





SAVE 

30 % 


9" SAFETY WIRE ■ 
TWISTING PLIERS | 

PITTSBURGH j 

LOT NO. 45341 



$999 


REG. 

PRICE 

$12.99 


37443WT I 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. . 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 


1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


No Hassle Return Policy 
Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Toms 


550 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 
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PRO SECRET# R I D I N G 

DIRT SURFING 

WITH GEOFF AARON 


Story And Photos By Ben Baucum 


Although EnduroCross is known for 
its high concentration of formidable 
obstacles, there is one section that 
resembles every moto track and 
off-road path in the world: the hum- 
drum stretch of dirt commonly called 
the "flat turn." It might be the least 
intimidating feature on the planet, 
but it is far from easy to execute 
at speed. Here, 10-time AMA Trials 
champion and EnduroCross main 
event winner Geoff Aaron explains 
the technique of a quick entry and 
exit of a 180-degree flat turn by 
utilizing massive amounts of body 
English and precise throttle control. 


“This EnduroCross corner was tough because it 
had a long, fast entry and no berm. In practice I 
noticed almost all the racers were pushing wide 
and not setting up well for the next corner, so I 
attempted something a little different.” 

1. “After the finish-line jump I accelerated hard, 
hugged the edge of the track, and braked as 
late as possible to set up for the apex of this flat 
turn. Under braking I pitched the bike right but 
almost immediately got back on the throttle in 
order to steer with the rear wheel.” 

2. “Under acceleration I tried to keep as much 
weight as possible on the rear wheel by stand- 
ing on the outside footpeg. Traction is key to 
moving forward, holding your line, and keeping 
from pushing wide.” 

3. “Since the following corner was a right- 
hander I tried to hug the inside as much as 
possible in order to set up for it. I wanted to 
exit this corner as far left as possible. Thinking 
and looking ahead helps you maintain speed 
and flow.” 

4. “Normally I wouldn't suggest letting your leg 
ever drag behind you, but in this case my foot 
would’ve clipped the tire, so I opted to sit down, 
accelerate hard, and give my leg some room to 
clear the inside marker." 

WANT MORE? 

FOLLOW GEOFF ON TWITTER AND 
INSTAGRAM (PGEOFFAARON. 



"Under acceleration I tried to keep as much weight as possible on 
the rear wheel by standing on the outside footpeg." 
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Story And Photos By Pete Peterson 


PRO SECRET # w R e n c H I N G 

REAR BRAKE TIPS 

WITH RCH SUZUKI'S KELLY LUMCAIR 


RCH/Soaring Eagle/Jimmy John's/ 

Factory Suzuki racer Ken Roczen likes to run 
his brake pedal high, and when we asked 
factory mechanic Kelly Lumgair about it, he 
gave us some setup tips on the entire rear 
brake system, which operates a little differ- 
ently than the front brake system. 

1. BRAKE HEIGHT SETTING 

Roczen likes his rear brake very high. For many riders 
this would be a bad setting since it can lead to rear brake 
dragging. Kelly says this is not a problem with Roczen. He 
removed the rear brake stop completely. 

2. BRAKE CLEAT 

Even with the stop removed, the team still runs a taller 
brake cleat to get the desired height. 

FLUID HEIGHT 

“Make sure you don’t run too much brake fluid because as 
the brakes get hot it’s going to rise and it’s going to cause 
pressure on the pads. Some manufacturers will have a 
max fill line. Just make sure you don’t go past that. Always 
have the rubber bladder in there. Some of them are 
directional; you've got to pay attention to that.” 

3. MASTER CYLINDER INSTALL 

“When I put the brake system on, before I tighten the 
master cylinder bolts I'll put pressure on the brake pedal 
because this will locate itself in line with the pushrod so 
everything’s all in one line.” 

4. WIGGLE, BUT NO FREE PLAY 

“We don't really have free play on the rear brake. You want 
to make sure, though, that the clevis has movement; then 
you know you're not putting pressure on the pistons." 
Kelly says a simple test is to make sure your clevis has 
wiggle when there is no pressure on the brake pedal then 
zero movement when the brake is applied. 

BLEED 

Even though Ken is light on the brakes, Kelly bleeds them 
for every race, “because fluid attracts moisture and the 
more moisture it gets, that's going to lower the boiling 
temp. I’ll flush the system, new fluid through every week, 
and then I'll always back bleed because you want to get 
everything out of the master cylinder. 

TRACKSIDE BACK BLEED 

For a quick fix, Kelly will sometimes press in on the rear 
calipers to “back bleed" the system. This can get some 
air out but not all. “More often than not that will help a 
little bit. The back bleed will mainly get the air out of the 
master cylinder because air is not really going to travel all 
the way [through the line].” 


NO FOAM 

“In supercross, depending on the track, I don't think it's 
always necessary, but you don't want to get a rock in your 
brake pedal. So we'll see during track walk. If it looks a bit 
dangerous for that, we'll stick some foam in there.” 

5. BRAKE SNAKE 

Ken’s high pedal position helps keep it out of harm's way, 
but the team still runs a brake snake to prevent it getting 
bent or pulled out. 

6. FACTORY TOUCHES 

Kelly puts washers on these titanium bolts so they don’t 
eat into the aluminum master cylinder cap. Suzuki welds 
over the sight glass to prevent any possibility of a broken or 
knocked-out window. Kelly removes the rotor protector to 
save weight. The aluminum clevis is a factory Suzuki part. 
Kelly runs a hose over the brake snake to prevent wear on 
the magnesium case cover (the team rotates between three 
motors for the season). 


WANT MORE? 

KEEP UP WITH THE TEAM AT SUZUKICYCLES.COM. 
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MORE CONTROL 


CX-EXTREME MOTO 
ROTORS 

• Lightest weight of all 

• New Vee-notch pattern 

• Made with premium 
quality German mill rolled 
stainless steel, heat 
treated and tempered 

to give best life without 
crack failure 


Choose between American made 
sintered MXS pads 
for longest life or 
UK made carbon 
“cool running” X-pads 
for enduro use. 


Oversized moto-x and supermoto 
rotor kits enhance braking and 
include relocation brackets 


MADE 

IN THE 

UKFS 


EBC 

BRAKES 


www.ebcbrakes.com 



MADE 

IN THE U.S.A. 
SINCE 1948 


DIRT DIGGER CLUTCH KITS 

• DESIGNED TO RUN COOLER, LAST 
LONGER 

• STRONGER, SMOOTHER ENGAGEMENT 

• INCLUDES FRICTIONS, STEELS, AND 
HEAVY DUTY SPRINGS 

• MANUFACTURED IN THE USA 


BILLET CLUTCH BASKETS 

• STAINLESS STEEL INSERTS 
ELIMINATE GROOVING 

• INCREASES OIL FLOW FOR 
LONGER CLUTCH LIFE 


BILLET PRESSURE PLATES 

• ATTACHED STEEL SURFACE 
IS GUARANTEED TO NEVER 
WEAR OUT 

• COOLER OPERATING 
TEMPERATURE 


BILLET CLUTCH COVERS 

• TEXTURED POWDER-COATED 
FINISH WITH CONTRAST CUT 
LOGO 

• BAJA TESTED AND PROVEN 


Ml 

t/A 





ffJCWFf Off# 
FILTERS™ 

Washable high-flow cotton 
media is designed to increase 
horsepower and torque. 


CycleTrader.com/Rock River Powersports 



Also Available: 


Performance 
Oil Filters 

with high-flow 
synthetic media 




TRAIL TIPS 


POST-RIDE PRIORITIES 


Story By Chris Denison ■ Photo By Shan Moore 



When completing a multiday ride or race, the 
United States Cavalry's timeless standing order of 
"horse, saddle, rider" is an excellent method of 
prioritization. The premise is simple: When finish- 
ing a ride, the first thing you take care of is your 
steed, then your gear, and finally yourself. While 
this mantra might sound counterintuitive, there is 
actually a great deal of logic behind it. 

As soon as you get off the bike at the end of a 
day, your first priority should be to get the machine 
ready to rip for the following morning. That could 
entail washing it and completing a full race prep 
or just checking the oil and filter, tightening 
the spokes, and fixing any crash damage that 
occurred. It's okay to be eating a little snack and 
replacing electrolytes as you work, but your main 
focus should be to get the bike ready for the next 
time you ride it. 

Once the motorcycle is 100 percent good to 
go— we're talking tank full, fork bled, just start- 
it-and-go ready— you can turn your attention to 
your gear. This covers everything from prepping 
your goggle for the next day's race to airing out 
your kneepads so they aren't growing mushrooms 
when you go to retrieve them for the next ride. 


This is also the time to sweep out the van, drain 
the cooler, top off your fuel cans, clean out your 
hydration pack, and stow your gear bag. Finally, 
once your bike and your support equipment are 
all dialed, focus on yourself— a hot shower, a big 
meal, a bit of light stretching, and some much- 
needed sleep. Serious racers will go so far as to 
lay out their base layer of clothing and prepare 
something for the next day's breakfast— even if 
it's just a protein shake and a banana— so that 
they can get rolling faster the next morning. 

The reason you do things in this order is because 
you are at your sharpest and most effective when 
you first get off the bike, and this is the best time 
to get your machine set for the next ride. If you 
shower and eat a big meal as soon as you're 
done riding, you'll forget some of the key things 
you wanted to check or change while you were 
still riding, and you'll be so tired at this point 
that you'll do a half-hearted job at the things you 
do remember. Even if you're just riding for one 
day, remember to take care of things in order of 
"horse, saddle, rider" and you will be rewarded 
with a happier bike, better life out of your gear/ 
equipment, and an even cleaner garage. DR 





lUJuammMAR KETP LAC E SHOWCASE 



IMikaseal Plating • Cylinder Repair 

✓ 2 & 4 Stroke ✓ Welding & Repair 

✓ Piston Kits/Coatings ✓ Boring & Honing 

✓ Single or ✓ Big Bore Kits 

multi-cylinder block 

✓ Nikaseal Plating (Aluminum, Steel, op Cast Iron] 

✓ Expedite Service 



HONDA • SUZUKI • YAMAHA • POLARIS • KTM 


MAIL ORDER WAREHOUSE 


"aj Have) thei parts] that! 


will! get) vou» machineiwHerei 


ALL OEM PARTS & ACCESSORIES* 

^excludes Harley-Davidson 

Order online 24/7 at 
www.ronniesmailorder.com and 
www.shopronniesharleydavidson.com 

or call 800-253-7667 

and one of our knowledgeable 
phone associates will help you 
with your powersports needs. 


Call Our Knowledgeable Staff Mon-Tues 9-8 • Wed-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4 
Sun Online Ordering Available 


VHVWVA • VGNOH • NOSaiAVa-A31UVH • OOQ IXS 



YAMAHA • POLARIS • KTM • SEA-DOO • KAWASAKI • HONDA • SUZUKI • SKI-DOO 





MARKETPLACE SHOWCASE 




Mm 

JUST GAS TANKS 

FREE SHIPPING ON 
ORDERS Of ER $100 


• Dealer inquiries 
accepted 

• Order online 24/7 

• Your one stop shop 
for Gas Tanks! 

• Low Price guarantee! 


$289 


2-1 


KTM 950/990 


Exhaust Manifo d 


iDVENT 




HEAVYWEIGHT 

FIYWHEEIS 


Get smoother and better power delivery^ 
torquier throttle response, 
less wheel spin, more drive out of corners, 
more traction, reduce stalling, 
less rider fatigue. Easy no hassle installation. 

800 . 800.2363 041 . 530.4896 



KfNEKT^ 

IN TtRACT I VI J e we l It v * 

; 

GEAR RING & fj 

GEAR NECKLACE £* 

FREE SHIPPING & LIFETIME WARRANTY 

kinektdesign.com | 888-600-8494 



LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 

Kw«saki $ SUZUKI 
#HONDA YAMAHA 
reallycheapmotorcycleparts.com 



VH-5 

single motorcycle 
Find a Dealer Near You 
Call 888-619-9915 










MARKETPLACE SHOWCASE 







Ultimate MX Hauler Features Include: 

* Easy 1 Man operation ■ NO RAMPS! 
•Compact Design for Easy Storage 

• Fits most Cars, Trucks, SUVs or 
ft Vs w ith Class I If o r I V Receiver 


WWW.ULTIMflTEMXHAULER.tOM //8MJ11 .3418 


PIPE REPAIR 



pi perepai r. com 


WE REPAIR AND RESOLE MOST BRANDS LIKE: 


Alpinestars,SIDI, Gaerne, Fox and more! 





ALSO FACTORY RESOLE OF TECH 3, 7, & 1 0 BOOTS 

Starting at $79.99 


RESOIE t REPAIR 


1 - 800 - 823-1236 

www.mxbootrepair.com 



No more dreaded ‘last ride’ of the season! Pop off your wheels, bolt on the Holeshot SnoRipper RPZ1 1 0 and shred all winter long. To 
ensure fall delivery don’t miss our spring snow check: 3/20 - 4 / 17 . For more info or to reserve yours today visit us online: 

■B& EHH5B WWW.HOLESHOTINC.COM 91 1] 
















LONG HAUL UPDATE 2015 HONDA CRF250R 


Story By Scot Gustafson ■ Photos By Scot Gustafson And Ken Symer 

Honda's CRF250R has been a favorite bike of ours since it was introduced in 2004. Despite this 
year's bike lacking mountains of horsepower, the little Honda still makes its way around the track 
plenty quickly. As the easiest bike to work on, the CRF250R has the most hop-up potential of any 
bike in the class, and parts resources are plentiful. 

Our agenda was to get reliable horsepower out of the bike and do our best to figure out the 
Triple Air Chamber Separate Function Fork. Although the stock dual exhaust does a good job 
of keeping the noise level down, it is not our top pick for the dyno. We installed a Yoshimura 
exhaust to wake the bike up and improve throttle response. During the first 25 hours of use, our 
testers burned through two clutches. Rather than install another stock clutch, we had Rekluse 
meet us at the track and install a manual Torque Drive clutch like the one used by Honda's MX 
CP team. We tested heavier clutch springs but felt the stock units put more than enough power 
to the ground with the 24-plate clutch. A Works Connection clutch perch finished off the pack- 
age, so we had a lighter, more positive clutch pull. 

To maintain reliability, the only internal engine mod we made was a Cylinder Works big-bore 
kit. The 270cc piston still revs like a 250 but gives us that little bit of extra power we wanted to 
challenge any bike on the track, including 450s. The most common comment we heard about 
the engine package was, "That's the strongest 250 I have ever ridden." Because we had more 
power, we ran larger rear tires (110/90 and 120/80) to get better traction and longer wear than 
the stock 100/90-19 size. 

The new Showa air fork is good but not great. Like most air forks, the TAC works excellently on 
big bumps but lacks front-wheel feel and traction on small bumps. The best setup for the fork was 
to use 174 psi in the inner air chamber on deep loam and 167 psi on hardpack. We kept the bal- 
ance chamber pressure 5 psi below the inner air chamber pressure to maintain ride height and get 
some degree of plushness. After a lot of testing with clicker settings, we determined that softening 
the compression was the best way to maintain front-end traction. Speeding up the rebound gave 
us a plusher ride, but we lost front-end control and went back to settings closer to stock. We tried 
a number of fork pumps on the bike and found that the long air chuck on the OEM Kawasaki pump 
worked the best on the hard-to-reach internal balance chamber fitting. 

White Cycra plastic and Motografix custom graphics gave the bike a much-needed face-lift 
after a lot of hard riding hours. The Cuts Racing seat cover made us realize the stock cover 
has very little grip. We like the Honda CRF250R because it is fun to ride. The lightweight 
machine had typical Honda reliability and never let us down. The air fork is nothing to be 
afraid of, and forgetting your fork pump at home is like forgetting your socks; it's not ideal 
but you can still ride. OR 


PRIMARY USE: MOTOCROSS TRACKS FOR PRACTICE AND RACING 
MAIN MODS: YOSHIMURA RS-9 EXHAUST, CYLINDER WORKS 
270CC BIG BORE CYLINDER KIT, WORKS CONNECTION CLUTCH 
PERCH, REKLUSE TORQUE DRIVE CLUTCH, CYCRA POWERFLOW 
BODY KIT, CYCRA FULL ARMOR SKID PLATE, MOTOGRAFIX 
FULL CUSTOM GRAPHICS KIT, GUTS RACING HARDCORE 
GRIPPER SEAT COVER, RENTHAL R1 CHAIN AND ULTRALIGHT 
SPROCKETS, DUNLOP MX32 TIRES IN 120/80 AND 110/90 
SIZES, VP T4 RACE FUEL 

MOMENTS OF GLORY: FULL THROTTLE ON A BIG-BORE ENGINE 
FORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE: FORGETTING THE FORK PUMP 
AT HOME 
TOTAL HOURS: 52 

AFTERMATH: TWO STOCK CLUTCH KITS, FRONT AND REAR 
BRAKE PADS. ONE SET OF STOCK SPROCKETS, ONE SET OF 
STOCK GRIPS, ONE D.I.D MX GOLD CHAIN, ONE FORK SEAL, FIVE 
SETS OF DUNLOP GEOMAX TIRES 
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